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Departure:
Opening the Map of Ciaotou
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Ciaotou is a place where water, sugar, people, and the future converge along multiple pathways.
Four hundred years ago, this land already bore the footprints of indigenous peoples alongside
records of Han Chinese settlement and trade. The Dianbao River, flowing through Ciaotou's
northern territory, gave birth to settlements while nurturing networks of families and faith. As
time progressed, sugarcane became the economic lifeline. From traditional sugar mills to
modern sugar factories during the Japanese colonial period, accompanied by railway
expansion, Ciaotou embraced industrial innovation and prosperity. After the war, with the
establishment of the township, residents forged a collective "Ciaotou consciousness." From the
Chiaotou Incident to farmers' protests, this place became a significant landmark in Taiwan's
democratic journey. Today, with the MRT network expanding and the Science Park ready for
launch, Ciaotou is opening a new chapter. This exhibition guides visitors

through four pathways to explore Ciaotou's living map, revealing how this town was born from
water, flourished through sugar, united through its people, and continues toward a renewed
future.
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The Path of Water—
Where There's Water, There Are Fields
and Blessings
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Ciaotou District lies between two rivers. To the south is the Houjin River, where
higher ground once made irrigation difficult. To the north flows the Dianbao
River, a longer waterway with a more abundant watershed that nurtured many
of Ciaotou's earliest settlements. Traditional villages along the Dianbao River—
such as Zhonggqi, Shilong, Baishuzai, Liubanzhang, Wulilin, and Jiujiawei—
developed around fertile farmland supported by accessible irrigation.

Within these settlements, several influential local families emerged, including
the Huang lineage of Zhonggqi; the Lin, Hsu, and Chen families of Shilong; the
Lin family of Ciaotou; and the Lu family of Wulilin. These families played
important roles in shaping the region's economic and social life. Over time,
each community also formed its own religious practices and folk traditions,
together creating the rich cultural landscape that characterizes Ciaotou today.
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A River That Carries Memory—
the Dianbao River
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Ancestral Wisdom—
Paddy Field Ponds and Irrigation Canal
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Zhongqi and Bishiu
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The Path of Sugar—
Historical Imprints of
a Sweet Industry
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During the Zheng and Qing periods, sugarcane in Ciaotou was processed locally in
small field-side sugar mills, where the scent of boiling cane drifted along the
waterways and out toward distant markets. In the early Japanese colonial era, the
first modern mechanized sugar refinery—the Ciaotou Sugar Factory—was
established, reshaping the local economy. Its arrival symbolized industrial
modernization, while the roar of new machinery also reflected underlying tensions
between local society and the colonial administration.

To ensure freshly cut cane reached the factory as quickly as possible, a
wide-reaching sugar railway network was built, radiating from Ciaotou. By the 1940s,
more than a dozen branch lines extended deep into northern Kaohsiung.

As people moved along these routes, their beliefs and cultural practices traveled
with them. The traces of Japanese life still visible in the factory grounds quietly
speak to the communities that once thrived here.

After World War Il, the refinery was taken over by the Taiwan Sugar Corporation and
entered a period of peak production before ceasing operations in 1999. Today,
through ongoing preservation and revitalization efforts, the former factory grounds
remain lively and full of activity. Stories continue to unfold here, carrying forward
Ciaotou's long-lasting "sweet" memories.
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Sugar's Transportation Revolution
and Contributions
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Between Sweet and Bitter: Historical
Memories of Ciaotou Sugar Refinery
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The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a
Century-0Old Sugar Factory
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The Democratic Journey of
Ciaotou Residents

BENEL  FERFERFHAFAETHNRE  EREERIZERIFE © 1947
%o 1BFE - gREHF - MFE - AEM - ARE -~ 12 - FiF - REASN\E > &
A E GRS TR IIRBER LR > BIUBEML - REZFRABENR > BIERAM
HEGE > W1960FEREEUEEESHEMRE » FRIRINIENHME © 19795 » fth
BREBIFERAR > 5% BEEM > MEMBRSHERRBERE > EMA#A%E
BEEHNAE > MMEERETEHNNE - Z—IBERXFRERE > UEES
EMHRBENFIBLARREETF  HBRRAET - BRLTNE > RIZE
ALZEREREZE > RERINERADE - IO SRBIRENF > BERET —
IR SRR LS > EMEGEENREZE o

Ciaotou's history tells not only of settlements building collective consciousness but
also serves as a prelude to Taiwan's democratic journey. In 1947, eight villages—
Ciaotou, Baishuzai, Linzaitou, Wulilin, Jiujiawei, Shilong, Zhonggi, and Dingyantian—
successfully separated from Gangshan Town under local elite leadership to
establish Ciaotou Township. YU, DENG-FA, as the first township mayor, actively
engaged in local politics and became Taiwan's first independent Kaohsiung County
Magistrate in 1960, pioneering a new era for opposition forces. In 1979, his
imprisonment on fabricated charges triggered the "Chiaotou Incident," sparking the
first anti-government demonstration during martial law, which became a prelude to
the Kaohsiung Incident and ignited Taiwan's democratization movement. Another
son of Ciaotou farming family, TAl, CHEN-YAO, transformed from a Kaohsiung
Incident victim into a leader of the farmers' movement, organizing massive farmers'
marches and advocating for social reform, eventually serving in both the Legislative
Yuan and the Council of Agriculture, demonstrating the resilience of grassroots
power. From local township establishment to democratic resistance, Ciaotou
demonstrated a path to democracy that began with local identity and connected to
the entire island of Taiwan.
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The First Demonstration of the Martial Law Era—
the Chiaotou Incident
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A Lifelong Agricultural Innovator—TAIl, CHEN-YAO
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Transitioning to the Future
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The story of Ciaotou did not end with the closure of the sugar factory. As the
massive industrial machines fell silent, new challenges emerged, while also
inspiring residents to protect their culture and environment. Local cultural and
historical associations were gradually established, using action and words to let the
voices of the community be heard by more people. Beyond the sugar industry,
Ciaotou's dairy sector continued to develop, gradually transforming from contract
production to self-owned brands, demonstrating resilience and innovation. As time
moved forward, Ciaotou entered a new turning point. The Kaohsiung New Town
project and the opening of the MRT Red Line stimulated tourism and transformed
the lifestyle along the old streets, promoting urbanization and diversified industries.
In recent years, the establishment of the science park has further symbolized
"industrial upgrading” and the "reinvention of living spaces," allowing Ciaotou to
preserve its historical memory while stepping onto a new path toward the future.
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The Rhythm of Urbanization:
From Farmland to Technology City

1974FEXNRE) » MABEBHICNERIER - ZRERMHRE > SIEEREE
BEBRSHELARAGT - EXEQAHREAREET - BEEEAGEE > B
ECEEHBERESRE  BRXCFARFRAMENLITHER - SHMHIEAE
RIBMHEFNARIER > ERANTAE EXRRALFURENNERS
REHRSIE » SRKEERNER  E—PRBHERERMUCHERTER -

= AR B ML

{AAT RSN BB B 5 T R AR
L REE o MRTEISHVEMRE TE
SEM=EZFI U TEEE =2
H#E - EEE REXERE -
gl 3

D-3-1 &Rk BE

1987 S EERERE > 199N FEREALGEBEMIRERR > ALGEFREREER
uh o WIAEMEIL EERL > HERMESRTZE - AR EERREFUBERE
BEBE > FEREHRAENEALANG > 20085F38 » BHEFEEENBE » FMEHE
THEMERNBENER  hABEERANERZE - BEXBEFIERA - BR
& RSB EEE - HR - MAFTESREABBFHEBMNSBE » 8FEEL
BRES  REGEKARERE > LEBRASZOBRZTEE - @& > TBFER
EHRERRFE) MEEHES > ERREHE  HREBINER « BERRIEA
BEE > REHZRSERBREANEABENESE - RE > BERAIEEAX
EHEE - AEHHRATRBEBEFENEICRE

D E#RAR 71




72 1B1FEE - SR | RS EEREE

], I-P ey
201 EREEREHNRIER T - U TBHDEFE 28BHR
REGREE > EHLOHE  ZRTE -

AR

CX

o A
ABEERHERATS

BhEY=

re
Ouszn npuzeiny
O one

SIE wet )
1 mwrrure

oif LR

B E R 2

D xAme

RS ERUE IR

51 RPN I Op IR

HRFENEHREREN (RHEE) BM > HRBEUAFHHL
WA NERBEES > DHEMNELRFREDHMER ©
TBERE AR fefit




D E# R 73

D-3-2 R THIATE

1994FEARNBEANESEN SHFTHESCEFENS) » BERETSSH™
R - BEE « HREE « LUENETHRE » 42miE42161.37AE » BWE
REAERSETZEETETAECZEE - BEFENHE ) TBEHA=H-

LUBEIFEESZLD »
HEIEE - B - XK
EEHEME LR WiE

BAHERATEN RBRABHNBEE
B ERMEBRS FA 3t R 2 36 3 B S 1

MHmEBRE o PHREERE > 2018
FRESHEMHETHN
Bt HEESEE
ZRAM LELR

MBEMSEEE) -

TEHAPEE B AR 2R E RS
SRS EEALESE > 2025
FRBEE=ZMHE  BE
RE S WG B R R A
Biih EEAGE - KE
BEEZ M ITEER
£ - EALETHER—E
SRS ER o

B) () B=#HRRE




74 1B{FEE - SHE | BRBBESE

BENZEERMERRR
HERZ /7

D-3-3
RAEESERRRS—IRHEE2EENRE

EREBMHE_RAENZO— BEMEEE) (UTHE MERL ) > Stk2e24
8 BRTIBERNERR « SMIEEARKERER AEBERITFEMES - 2019FEXNZRER >
& RENIRFTR T #IEE > 2026 F T TR - BRIEBAESREFREENR > BERE - BA
BB B BEMEFER BHEEXMNREEAM > & BEL EAMBEXREE -
55 BBEEREINIERE > Tt EZEENEEE HUANIEE - XZITEE ;
FrREEAANREXRR > MESHEEFEE » ITRAREENNEXRERNEERM
MERl MEREB S EZENAR > CRBEREERAERNEIRENEEEREM -

L
n
N
[ ! I
. 20214 TiEERBEEEMIBEMEHEE ETBEIGHAREKE
ERBRRNEERE > S|EaBERAA FEHT
B EE 2t

V 4




BRI {5k = o
e e S o

BSITEE ——
PR AR R
AWEHMHEXEE

R TES S

' ERlEEE

(IEIRE R E

- EEL33TALE
(FEfAEES0ha SAEE257ha)




: N “&&\ l %7

MBI wsusm)

A5 ~ PRARR ~ KREHS - GERERDBRAS
SEEERMAMRADSHEERE P8~ SREERER « MEEHS

ZAWS  FEEREEE tEZEAGESTHEXRIGES -
AEZASHEBBFEXERE « BHHNEREEER - AMHAERFEBERAF
MEZEANIEBEXHESE MEZEAREEXHEZE
MEZARZEZEELHESE MEZEANTIXHEETE - SEHICREAXRE
SHETHUERE  SHTBRANEE ST ERAHREER - S#HERE
SETERAE=FTHERXRERNE  SHTBREQMH - SHTRHEERE
SHETBIREEXMENE « EEE « ILEZEEE ERVREZESGEREER -
BEREEE  BISHERRASERAFHO  BUZEASEEE - BIISEEYE
B EEEEIEYIE « IFRXAITFE « RES - EPHATERS
BIFEEERMDABRQE - BEW



3 .
5

I

T

)

AR caznm)

ERA ~ M~ HAR - HEBC - RIFH - &R FFRE - 5FHE  RSE
BREAEE « REAIE « WEBIE ~ /518N - BER ~ BEMW - EMPRK - SEREK



BRSERIIETR |

1Ri¥5E - SREE—IRENE

Ciaotou Pathfinding Chronicles — Ciaotou Special Exhibition

BITEL/ TBURASHEHILEL ISR

RE /1TBUE NS I EE 18R
REREBE GRS / NAREXERFAITEE
FHEHERE / NREXERSATERE
HhREAL / ITBUE A SH# ™ ILE L EYE
hRR / %11k

ik HEA / 1155088

EE / HEE2007TE

GPN / 1011500642

ISBN / 978-626-7832-36-3

HHBAEEH AL IANS » EEREEMEZADERNESHIRE o
SBARIE R’ ETEP o BaE 1 07-5312560 ©

WRHEFRE > SANENENEH

ERE SR HRRETHRE (CIP)ER

B/ EE: 1B1FHE. S8  f83EE = Ciaotou pathfinding chronicles :
Ciaotou special exhibition / {TBUE A S ILE L EYIER

R 7s: #AR

HAR: S - ITBUAASEHILE L EYE, £115.08

% ESHARIIET

A AUEE: ISBN 978-626-7832-36-3 (F££) | CIP 115006752

FREF: LCSTT: ES | LCSTT: A | LCSTT: BiEHiEEE
3485%: 733.9/133.9/149.2




ANE) ST

)
Y

e

Eyit

PN
= Esminme

‘ MUSEUM OF HISTORY

803003 i h B2 @ P IEMUR&2725%

PSR - M=FiBH09:00-17:00 (GA— - RS tkEE)
N0.272,Zhongzheng 4th Rd.,Yancheng Dist.,Kaohsiung City
803003,Taiwan(R.0.C.)

Open Hours:09:00-17:00,Tuesday to Sunday(Closed on Mondays)
Tel:(07)5312560 Fax:(07)5315861 http://khm.org.tw/



