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The Formation and Evolution of Irrigation
Development in the Cishan Foothill Region During
the Japanese Colonial Period: A Case Study of
Liugui, Jiasian, and Shanlin

Yu-Chih Lee
PhD Candidate, Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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This study examines the transformation of Taiwan’s irrigation system in the Cishan region,
focusing on Liugui, Jiasian and Shanlin, during the Japanese colonial period. Drawing on historical
sources and irrigation ledgers, it reveals the shift from community-based management under the Qing
dynasty to a centralized, bureaucratic system under Japanese rule. In the Qing era, irrigation works
were largely managed through local cooperation, private investment, and collective maintenance,
reflecting indigenous governance and flexibility. Following Japan’s colonization, the Government-
General implemented policies to publicize private irrigation systems, institutionalizing them through
the Taiwan Public Irrigation Ditch Regulations and later the Taiwan Irrigation Association Ordinance.
These reforms expanded irrigation coverage, incorporated privately managed ditches, and elevated
governance from village to county levels, ultimately constructing an integrated system of water
management. While framed as local autonomy, the system transferred financial and labor burdens to
farmers while reinforcing state control over water resources. The suspension of large-scale irrigation
projects under the Rice Control Policy of the 1930s further highlights the close link between colonial
economic policy and water management. Overall, the development of irrigation in Cishan illustrates
the interplay of technical governance, institutional restructuring, and colonial power, offering an
important case for understanding the modernization of Taiwan'sirrigation systems.

Keywords: Japanese Colonial Period, Cishan Region, Public Irrigation, Irrigation Association
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