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Research on the Development of Kaohsiung
Temples’ Ritual Music

Hong-Chang Huang
Ph.D. Graduate Student, Chinese Department, National Sun Yat-sen University
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The ritual music is a genre of music performed in Kaohsiung’s temples. It was called “Shi San
Yin” or “Shi Quan Qiang” in ancient times and now is listed as a traditional folk music preserved by
Taiwan’s Cultural Assets Bureau under the Ministry of Culture. It is currently affiliated to the “Fu-luan
belief” and played in celebration of the gods’ birthdays as well as in other religious gatherings.

According to the literature studied, it is found that in Taiwan the number of research related to the
ritual music is scarce, and most of the existing references have had a history of more than a decade.
To make up the insufficiency of previous paper and continue the uniqueness of the ritual music, this
paper investigates into the current situation of the ritual music and the development of its genre. The
difficulties encountered and its future prospect are also examined.

Keywords: Shi Quan Qiang, Shi San Yin, the Music of Fu-Luan Belief, Shi Quan Qiang Orchestra
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