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Tetjiro Yamamoto (1870-1937) and His Sculpture by
Huang Tu-shui

Tien-Tzu Chuang
Senior Researcher, The Kaohsiung Museum of History
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Single-handedly conceived by Teijiro Yamamoto, the Ciaotou Sugar Factory was the first of its kind
in Taiwan, as well as the first modernized factory in Kaohsiung. After taking over the Taiwan Sugar
Corporation, Yamamoto became a key figure who ushered in a new era for Taiwan’s traditional sugar
industry that proved vital to the industrial history of Taiwan and urbanization of Kaohsiung. Huang Tu-
shui, the first Taiwanese to study modern art in Japan, was also the first Taiwanese whose works were
selected for the Imperial Exhibition.

Two pioneers who marked the early days of Taiwan's modernization, Teijiro Yamamoto and Huang
Tu-shui found a bust sculpture of Yamamoto by chance that was created during the second year of
the Showa period. The sculpture was converted into a bronze statue two years later and erected at
the Ciaotou Sugar Factory, before being transferred to Sado, Niigata Prefecture, the hometown of
Yamamato, after the war. More than 60 years later, under the wishes of Kaohsiung City and Sado City,
the statue, after its making, erection, and transfer, was finally returned to Kaohsiung as a symbol of
diplomatic and cultural goodwill between Taiwan and Japan.

Keywords: Teijiro Yamamoto, Sugar Industry, Ciaotou Sugar Factory, Huang Tu-shui, Taiwan Sugar
Corporation
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