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Kaohsiung Harbor, Airports and Industrial Parks:

An Analysis of the Development of Hsishihja and
Caoya Industrial Parks in the Late Japanese Colonial
Era from the Fongshan Land Office Archive

Yu-Fong Wang

Associate Professor, Center for the Liberal Arts, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology
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Studies on Kaohsiung harbor in the past years rarely focus on the planning of Caoya Industrial
Park at the end of the Japanese rule. Its development could be clarified by looking into “Letters and
Documents of Fongshan Land Office During Japanese Rule.”

The first and second phase construction of Kaohsiung Harbor were mainly for business and trade.
The southern part of the harbor was originally owned by the navy. From the year 1934, the office of the
governor-general started trading land with the navy. Gangshan and Dongang were given to the navy
in exchange of Hsishihja and Caoya, and Takao (Kaohsiung) Prefecture would support the building of
Gangshan and Dongang airports. The agreement was reached in 1937.

Takao Prefecture planned to build industrial parks in Hsishihja and Caoya. Hsishihja industrial park
was completed but Caoya land reclamation was delayed as Takao Prefecture diverted its resources to
the building of Gangshan and Dongang airports. Hence by the end of the Japanese rule, only South
Nippon Chemical Industrial Co. moved in and most of the plans unfinished.

Keywords: Kaohsiung Harbor, Hsishihja, Caoya, Industry, Airport
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