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Traces of Change of the Zuoying Old City: A
Discussion on Regional Development, Ideology and
Preservation of Cultural Assets

Yu-Chen Wu
Professor, Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University

Ab SETQCT orvvvereeressereermeee st R

Among the city wall monuments registered with the Ministry of Culture, the Old Walled-City
Zuoying is considered the largest city wall monument group in Taiwan. While many important urban
city walls from the Qing Dynasty have disappeared or only remnants of gates and walls remain, only
the Old Walled-City Zuoying is located in an urban area. Why is it that only the Old Walled-City
Zuoying in Kaohsiung has been preserved so completely and has become an important cultural asset
of modern Kaohsiung City?

This article first briefly describes the construction history of the Old Walled-City Zuoying and
clarifies the changes and various influencing factors from the Japanese colonial period to the post-
war period. It also discusses the attitudes of the Japanese colonial government and the post-war
government towards monument preservation.

The research results found that the Old Walled-City Zuoying has been preserved until today because
the main focus of Kaohsiung’s urban development from the Japanese colonial period to the post-war
period was not in the Zuoying area. Therefore, the city walls of the Old Fongshan County City did not
pose an obstacle to urban development, and there was no need to demolish them. In other words, the
lack of development in the area spared the Old Walled-City Zuoying from demolition.

Secondly, regarding the demolition and reconstruction of the South Gate Tower in the 1969 into
a northern Chinese palace-style gate tower, current literature rarely mentions it. Some believe it was
due to the loss of data, making it impossible to restore it to its original form. The author compares
the reconstruction times of the East Gate, South Gate, and Little South Gate in Taipei City with the
contemporary political atmosphere and believes that the reconstruction of the South Gate of the Old
Walled-City Zuoying was not an isolated event but a product of contemporary political ideology.

Keywords: the Old Walled-City Zuoying, Regional Development, Ideology, Preservation of Cultural
Assets
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