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Shaping the Urban’s Axis: The Spatial Formation
and Relocation of Kaohsiung Station

Wen-Huan Lee
Director of the Kaohsiung Museum of History

Ab Stract ...............................................................................................................................................................................

This paper looks at the history, location, and role of Kaohsiung Station—originally Takao Station,
opened in 1941—in shaping the city’s development. It argues that the station was a key landmark in
Japan’s 1936 urban plan, particularly, it anchored a vision for urban development on the vast plain
south of the station. But after Japan’s defeat in World War 11, that vision was left unfinished. Thereafter,
Kaohsiung’s booming port and industry pushed the city’s expansion through three phases. By 1987, the
completion of the Zhongbo Underpass connected roads on both sides of the station, cementing the city’s
central axis—with Kaohsiung Station as its most historic symbol. Simply put, Kaohsiung Station has
long been the anchor of the city’s growth, shaping its urban landscape along the central axis.

Keywords: Dagang Zhuang, Kaohsiung Station, Urban Development, Spatial History
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