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Purple crow butterflies, meanders, Zhuokou/River, Dagui Lake, slate houses, and Cinchona - some of
these terms may be familiar, while othersimaybe-tinfamiliar. Together, they form part of the wonders
and landscapes of Maolin. Maolin is theshomeland andhunting grounds of the Rukai Tribe's Lower
Three Villages. From the past to the present, the three villages of Teldreka, Obirofo, and Kunaluwan
have continued to grow and thrive here, weaving together three distinct cultures and flavors. They

share similar traditions but are not entirely the same.

Come and witness the breathtaking migration of the purple crow butterflies, or walk along the
Longtou Mountain Trail to take in the views at the end of the Central Mountain Range. If you're
seeking more adventure, venture deeper into the forest to explore the remote and seldom-visited
Daguihu Lake. For a more laid-back experience, you can relax in a slate house with a cup of coffee,
savoring a quiet afternoon away from the hustle and bustle, and listen to the elders share legends
about black rice. If your timing is right, you can also join in the local festivals and gain a deeper
understanding of the tribe's cultural traditions. Each experience offers a unique flavor of Maolin.
Let’s journey together fo the land of the purple crow butterflies and the Lower Three Villages—

Maolin.
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Maolin District is located at the southeastern end of Kaohsiung
City's jurisdiction. To the west, it borders Liugui District; to the
north, it is adjacent to Taoyuan District; to the south, it adjoins
Sandimen Township and Wutai Township of Pingtung County;
and to the east, it neighbors Yanping Township of Taitung County.
The total area of the district is 194 square kilometers. The district
is situated on the southern foothills of the Central Mountain
Range, within the Zhuokou River basin to the west of Mount
Yun and Dagui Lake, with elevations ranging from 230 meters
to 2700 meters above sea level. The terrain is steep and rugged,
characterized by mountainous topography and distinct meander
landforms. It is also a habitat for numerous species of wildlife
and plants. The indigenous people residing in this area not
only engage in agricultural cultivation but also provide a winter

habitat for the purple crow butterflies.
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The Vitality of Life
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Purple Crow Butterflies
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Purple Crow Butterflies and Artistic Creation
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Class and Inheritance
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Gorgeous Costumes and Weaving Crafts
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Traditional Weaving
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Dazzling Craftsmanship: Architecture & Carving
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Traditional Dwellings - Slate House Architecture
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Gifts from the Mountains: Traditional Farming and Hunting Culture
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Traditional Farming
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Hunting Culture
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COLORING THE PEOPLE OF
THE 3 INDIGENOUS TRIBES

i

C E%}lﬁiﬁi?iﬁi Rukai and Lower Three Indigenous Tribes
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The Rukai people living in Maolin, formerly known as the Lower Three Indigenous
Tribes, are mainly divided into three tribes: Maolin, Wanshan, and Duona.
Geographically, Kinitavan is close to the East and West Rukai groups, but they have
different dialects. According to studies on origin legends and family genealogies,
they have no direct association with the East and West Rukai in terms of historical
development context. It can be seen that culturally, there are differences between
the Kinitavan and the East and West Rukai people. In recent years, due to their
uniqueness, there have been discussions about a name rectification movement in

each tribe of the Kinitavan.
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Maolin - Teldreka

C1-1 RHEEREESIL

Legends and Historical Culture of Teldreka =
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Traditional Festivals: Titiudali (Rain Praying Ceremony)
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Former Site of Teldreka Village
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Legends and Historical Culture of ’Oponoho
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Traditional Festivals: Mulapangolai (Ancestral Spirit
Festival) and Ta’avala (Warrior Festival)
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Legends and Historical Culture of Kongadavang
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Traditional Festivals:
I Tabesengane (Black Rice Festival)
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The Lower Three Tribes in Maolin have developed their
unique cultural characteristics. In recent years, they have
been promoting cultural tourism, with each tribe investing
in small tribal tours and local cultural experiences, allowing
visitors to gain a deeper understanding of the local culture. The
local people also strengthen their bonds through the annual
district sports meet. With the rising awareness of cultural
preservation and the trend of community building, the tribes
have increasingly invested in reviving and preserving traditional
cultures. Local schools play a significant role in this effort,
guiding students to learn about tribal cultural traditions in the

classroom.
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Cultural Tourism in Maolin
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Maolin National Scenic Area Headquarters
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Butterfly Watching in Maolin: Maolin Community
Development Association
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Visiting Wanshan Wonders: Wanshan Community Development

Association
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Searching for Duona Slates: Namei Lower Three Indigenous Tribes
Cultural Promotion Association
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Local Vitality
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Maolin Spo
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Maolin Ancient Trail Relics Maintenance Team
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Experimental Education at Duona
Elementary School
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