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The Former 48th Engineer Regiment of the Japanese
Army and the Shrine Within the Camp in Siaogang,
Kaohsiung

Der-Tzong Liaw
General Manager, Royalmap Technology Inc.
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During World War 11, the Imperial Japanese Army established the 48th Engineer Regiment
Supplement Unit in the sugarcane fields of Houpilin Farm in Siaogang, Kaohsiung. They constructed
modern barracks and later built the Army Siaogang Airfield on the northern side of the camp. After
the war, the engineer camp became the Combined Logistics Command Second Clothing Factory, later
renamed as the 302nd Clothing Factory. Situated on the south side of the airplane runway at Kaohsiung
International Airport, the camp was subjected to bombings and attacks by the US military towards the
end of WWII. It was previously mistaken for the camp of the Japanese Army 20th Aviation Regiment,
but in reality, it served as the camp for the 48th Engineer Regiment Supplement Unit, responsible
for engineering training and defense duties. Today, it still retains barracks in the style of the Imperial
Japanese Army. Of particular note, the camp contains remnants of a camp shrine, including the
foundation and remnants of stone lanterns.

This article traces the footprint of the 48th Engineer Regiment Replacement Unit in Kaohsiung
during World War 11, using the land as the axis. It references the activities of the 50th Engineer Regiment
in Pingtung and conducts an investigation of the internal shrine in Siaogang to supplement and clarify
this forgotten history.

Keywords: Engineer Regiment, Army Siaogang Airfield, Camp Shrine
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