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The Post-war Kaohsiung Port Expansion Project and
Changes in Port Knowledge from the Perspective
of the Exchange of Multinational Engineering
Consultants
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PhD Candidate, History Department of Maastricht University
Yu-Fong Wang

Associate Professor, Center for the Liberal Arts, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology
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Shifting the perspective from the bureaucrats to engineers, this article revisits the changes made
to its major harbor constructions and the varied blueprints in the context of transnational knowledge
exchanges to offer a different view on the history of Kaohsiung Port’s-post-war development. In the
planning stage, American consultants played a relatively active role in steering the surveying, project
designs, budgeting; and engineering practices. Seeking to make the KHB financial independence to
accomplish the ten-year extension program, the following establishment of the South Taiwan Industrial
District Development Committee in the 1960s became more eager to learn about the developmental
approaches in other countries, and not limited to the US experience. Finally, in the opening of the
Second Entrance engineering task, we saw a distinctive mode of interaction among the consultants from
Japan and the Netherlands and the Taiwanese officials and researchers, suggesting a closer collaboration
between the KHB and Taiwan’s hydraulics laboratory and a growing research network in harbor

engineering in general.

Keywords: Kaohsiung Port, Kaohsiung Port Extension Program, Export Processing Zone, South
Taiwan Industrial District, Transnational Consultants
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