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A Study on the Historical Changes of the Kaohsiung
Labor Movement During the Japanese Colonial
Period

‘Wen-Huan Lee
Professor at the Institute of Taiwan History, Culture and Language, National Kaohsiung Normal University and
Director of the Kaohsiung Museum of History

Abstract ...............................................................................................................................................................................

This paper uses organization as an observation perspective try to contextualize the formation and
evolution of the K aohsiung labor movement during the ] apanese colonial period. Research Endings that
the Kaohsiung labor movement can divided into three stages: self-organization, external intervention,
and self-organization goes hand in hand with external groups. Overall, the political environment, that
is, Taisho democracy, should be the main prerequisite for the labor movement. Against this political
background, the labor movement emerged in Kaohsiung in the 1910s at the latest, which was the
result of the accumulation of knowledge and cultural enlightenment form education-and media since
Japan took over Taiwan. Later, with the national enlightenment and assistance promoted by the Taiwan
Cultural Association in the 1920s, labor groups gradually organized and were able to gain practice
in social movements, and continuously rolling correction. Behind the incident are the divisions and
competition among Taiwanese political groups on the island. In order to expand their inZuence, political
groups actively involved themselves in labor groups and movements. Also because of this, the two
major labor movement events in Kaohsiung were obviously influenced by the two major political
organizations at the time.

Keywords: Labor Movement, Organization, Taiwan Cultural Association, Taiwan People’s Party
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