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Research on the Local Artistic Works of Traditional Taiwanese Artisan Ji
Yuan-Gui in Kaohsiung

Wen Chen-Hsien

(Institute of China and Asia-Pacific Studies, National Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract
Ji Yuan-Gui is an outstanding representative of traditional artisans in Taiwan, with his
artistic works profoundly shaping and enriching the traditional cultural landscape of
Kaohsiung. This study aims to delve into Ji Yuan-Gui's works in the Kaohsiung area,
as well as the historical context and memories behind these works, and to reflect on
the issues of temple culture through on-site field visits.

Ji Yuan-Gui's local art in Kaohsiung primarily includes deity art and temple
architectural design, cleverly integrating the natural landscapes, long-standing
historical culture, and local lifestyle of Kaohsiung, fully expressing his deep emotions
and sense of identity towards his hometown. The well-known Dragon-Riding Pavilion
at Kaohsiung's Lotus Pond is a prime example. Whether in carving or temple design,
the themes revolve around the mountains, rivers, and local produce of Kaohsiung,
vividly showcasing the historical background of Kaohsiung and reflecting the
prevalent temple cultural style of the time, presenting an art style that is distinctly
local.

Therefore, Ji Yuan-Gui's local works in Kaohsiung showcase his passion for his
craft and talent in traditional art, making significant contributions to Kaohsiung's
cultural heritage and artistic creation. These works not only carry the historical
cultural heritage of Kaohsiung's traditional art but also serve the function of imparting
knowledge and culture through temple design, allowing people to gain a deeper
understanding of the history and characteristics of the region. His local works in
Kaohsiung hold significant value and meaning in terms of preserving the history,
traditional art, and cultural heritage of the Kaohsiung area, deserving further research
and appreciation.

Keywords: Ji Yuan-Gui, Kaohsiung, Traditional artisan, Temple culture
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