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Jettison the port city impression, let us walk up among the creeks and valleys of
Nanzixian River, and come to see a mountainous Kaohsiung,

where mist entwines the ridges, streams endlessly bustle by, and ancestors’
myths circle around tribal totems...

Where Shovel-jaw Carp swim in crystal clear brooks, and warriors chased after
Formosan Sambar...

until the pouring rain arrived with its grandiose variation piece, and then once
again we rise from the mud after the rain has gone,

let us follow the singing, and discover this gem called Namasia.
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The Nanzixian River winds its way between the Yushan Range
and the Alishan Range; it is one of the two major sources of the
Gaoping River. The turbulent river cuts through the stillness of
the mountains. Time passes amid the alternating quietude and
vigor, where countless have lived and perished, risen and fallen.
And in the river water that we tried to hold in our hands, we saw
the earth, the animals and the plants that flickered through,
while we contemplated the past and the future of this land...
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The boy named “Namasia”
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Reflections on the river -
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The sacred mountain, camphor wood and mystical fire
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The original reverence for the world
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That sing the song of abundance
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The Peaches from Namasia: Formosan rock monkey's favorite
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Wild, handpicked raw plums: a blessing from Spring
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Chayote shoots: the green gold
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Searching
for the origin

Breaking ground : the epic of the explorer
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Along the Nanzixian River and further onto the upper reaches of Kaohsiung, the well-devel-
oped river terraces and alluvial fans on both sides of the river bank were the places where the
early ancestors lived and hunted, giving birth to a richly Pebeie-type of archaeological site.
From the records during the Dutch colonial rule, there appeared an ethnic group, the Kanaka-
navu people living in Namasia today, also the earliest known ethnic group to live in the region.
After the Japanese colonial rule, a large number of Bunun and some other minority groups
such as Paiwan and Atayal peoples moved to Namasia. Thereafter, new immigrants were only
seen again in Namasia the 1960s, when a group of Christians came to what they considered the
“Mount Zion” in Namasia, to build their own ideal community...

Looking back at the evolution of ethnic groups in Namasia, we can see a constant migration of
different ethnicities through the course of time and space, struggling to survive in a difficult
environment between mountains and rivers, the people and government, nature and the
humanities...

Supplementary note: Namasia is mainly inhabited by the Bunun, Kanakanavu and Saaroa
peoples, but the Saaroa people mainly lived in Taoyuan District. A relevant introduction to the
Saaroa people will be presented later in Kaohsiung’ s special exhibition for Taoyuan.

31



32

£35S BB RA A

FTAREREHRNEM K BERBARIFZRBEER
HERERAMNacungaz#t FIRE AR RS EREHR
BROE BRIt R RABEBMBLEMMENacunga
BERSZBRELRIUKRIPHFEENatanasa (ERNER
BB UEBRELEESRERASERTHNTaulunipiE 2t
BRABEAORZHHZ EERBDIFRIIERETR
o EENLVHRASEARERMELZTIEMAEE S
NBHERANCE FRFBEEAERBEHREREE
ROBEAONBEM ko

(EZfzrhREEERE (R3))
FRIRFASEITE BB = SRR > 2EIR 666 A% » 5 48 ‘A% » Fzf# 25 £F (1760) &% o



i IR 1% BB #1 & 15 3R BA

REEERBBENHRK BRAREKNEBL HAR
MR S EKE LI SOR-BRERE—5 > I
HBRXERBBBEAD L FHABREZR (STEERK
SEZ)IZINBEBIET AERFTHREZRE AL
MR  REALBEBE R —H -FAREHHPRLIKE
As pHERRLE—F (SEEHHRE) 1930 F
TEHEAER  BARERFAT EFZERRI N
1931 R D MHAF BB HPHEEME-

FEE ERA—FURBIILEE —REREREHNAER » GUANTRMESEAR
FIHEME - GURBEER - RIULE BRI RBR R R ERNEFHLEEE
ALaRZ5h ©

33



34

WEREEE msase

B-1

FEARBKAIHE-FIBFEIBER

Kanakanavu: the legend of a wild river
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An ethnicity by the river
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Pasika’ arai : a longing for blessings from the River God
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Bunun: the forest hunter obscured by mist
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The defender of the mountains
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Malahtangia: a hunting tradition that lives on

FER (HEZEAmalahtangia) ' XBIITHR > A—FHRERANRM BT
REANESFENI B LMD BEBFALUITE G HEEE/ KA I
MREFLSHK-BAGERBA— K TFRRIENEM S EE RAB L/NKBE
BEARMLEY —EEeREROEFNER - BEXER BEASHEAGE RIg
ERERTREVSHELEARE SEZBREEE NEBEYNEDR KE=
BERBEAIFES LES KEE - B - NFEETNIEFIHSHE A ELE
EHNFREASRERESEADKBEZM TEEWBENE 4 BRFTEM
PR ARE EADBERANE R SREMABRE BR - REINESEE IR
B EIREABRECTRBEASETRERANRAFIGEER-

K AT NEI
RS TH) £ HE0R TEH > BAUER
BERA > BEWKARALE > FAIXLERSRK

AFNERREERENEY  CEILESERTRE
= TEERE -

HERLCH
HrER



O RAFEITHE (qanup)

sk wt-mEes S 45

O HEEEMGEME (patingal)

HARBFIHERE > BHNE2EE -
BIBE@AFTHEMH

© MiZE A (matinpasdu)

KREFIEESFLUITE > FRER/JORE > MAREERNEEZE - HARMEIHERE  BHE2EE -

BIFE@ AR

O L8 (pislahi)

HEKEXEAMESECHER > JIRARBTRRESE
H - AREERRER > TREM WS LERTE > TRIE
TR -

WIBE @ LFTIRME

WIBE@ QAR

O HBE (mapatvis)

KEHASEENEANZREMNER > BEARHES
BURAMR T EBEHHE -
BIFE @ AP



46 WEREAEE nsase

(6]

8% H (mapanah tainga)

KETER AREMHABIESK
B ofimBERER RENTRB
MBS REERFEBF LS -
BIFEEAFTIRME

7]
R E A% 558 (tauqumis)

RERADMEBZ  BRBENEA >
st I m 2 o o
BIBEE AP

O SERFBMIEA (mapasitnul) © #REIN (malastapang)

SEFEHERE  BASDERFBOER - SIERIFBHIERS > HEEAIEE - 12T
DAREEEMAL > FARBRHIRE BERNE > EREDHHEE o

IBER AP PIESE AR



B-3

s wt-maes S0 47

BEEMNFER-HELL

Mount Zion: devout believers following their faith
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Rain-washed: Home is but a ramshackle one

MEEAEREBRENBAANEAS FRPAIMERME AN
EUHZE BRERIITRA EAT —EARNEROBIHE
2009F8RATH R RRAERZ MAAMETEELEFEHN
RE-BARREBEMFWENAKBER BEEMENZ2IHA
BEBIRAF PE T MBEEHNMINER ERSEFZPBEMR
BN (RRBEEeEVEBE)0ZRFREELARMAR RIEE/N
EREMIOAFET BARB - AELTEARSHBRBBELR
N (RABBEERBRE) RIF20FRE - HIET RER/N =
REF (RBPBEEF) REB/NFR-BHEAXSIROKE B
PUCRE R M tFIRA T — LB X MAZMATEETTERE
CHIREIE ?



Namasia carries a mystically charming yet naturally humane disposition. Some-
where in time, man and earth danced amicably together. Come present-day, the
story took an uneasy turn. In the process of civilization, human beings have
changed their attitudes towards nature. For generations, the ethnic groups that
had lived on this land are being pulled into the turbulent times of modernity,
facing all kinds of challenges brought on by a metropolitan culture adorned with
arrogance. The natural environment took revenge, while traditional wisdom is
lost; man, with his own story, faltered...

On August 7, 2009, Typhoon Morakot hit Taiwan. Within 2 days, it had brought
along rain equivalent to half a year’ s rainfall in the mountainous areas of Taiwan.
The extremely heavy rain caused the Nanzixian River to swell. The Taiwan Provin-
cial Highway No. 21 along the river bank suffered serious destruction, destroying
more than half of the roads leading into the Namasia District. At the time, more
than 80 ethnic households in the Namasia Township of Kaohsiung County (now
Nanglisalu Village, Namasia District) were destroyed by mudslides. Minzu
Elementary School was completely ruined, resulting in 16 deaths and 25 missing.
A large amount of mud and rock fell into the Minquan Village (now Maya Village,
Namasia District), wrecking more than 20 houses, burying Minquan Elementary
School and Sanmin Junior High School (now Namasia Junior High School), and
Minsheng Elementary School was shattered.

49



50 WHERELE smane A

c-1 o

RhRREESRNZE i—

R B AL B AR E
SIBRRRRR

RinREEHRE R ERERE
SIBRRRER SIBRRRES



e an-snznzs A0 51

RhizE K& RRE/NR R E
RERDERME

2009 BHEMHBBEEEDERE (RANE RARTERIKRE - AX+ER)
PEEARAHBIREEEES EIRM



52

WERESEE nsare

(Bie - BOE) BIBEM RER)

B XZR-Fh R ARBBE

EMRMAR(R R OB RIS RN ESEEERN w AXIEHE Bt ES B
BEmMIB ST XEeNEE thUBEETHYEENT L BREERETHZARAIFo

E(RA = EOB)RIFREFR EMREETBE T KBERHKR F20155F
BESZEREM MBRNCAXRERZNAR(BRER)RTYC

(B - mAE) REEBRDENBUE 32K RBEERS (B - mAE) REEBRPENBLUE 2R 3) ER



B mn-nzoxE . S0 53

BiiR BRAE QnE—> =2EsA)

BAERFT=ZEENEMR N F+=ZEREELE
fiTdr A2~ 2008 PEKEAIEE R » SR
SEEMREANBE - TERSETILEMN
B CBEIESEEMEN ST UEMEEERS
REBE - FRITHSERILEME N BIIEE
EMTEE N HASE BB R 108 S HE

TEEiE REMRBEF—EALHNEE 8
REXFHRZB XNBEREM EHEENK
REBLHE e URE—TEHEB A
ARMmE MEEBEERRIENZ (Efi% - @YE) BEEMEDHERBLL 20 % (3)
REBHIBRE R EYHMA M -MERE R
F2007F R H N ENHRA EBNEEIE
ETRREARB —EBEXSRT—BES
FRRERS BB T AABENRER
S hERHEETEHRERE ABEEL
R RAKH (B 5) BAIEIRAS 1 i
(BEE)RIIERBR EBHABE RIS
7 EERR RV o

(Bfis - mAE) BBEXREDENRLE 29 5% MEAR

(B - mHE) BBEMRDENRLE 20 5% (2) (Bl - mAE) BEEBREDOENELE 15 - RIBEBAMHR



54

Sk K

ﬂi w=D
#EE- R Rz GE

The first dew: Legend awakens
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In 1993, the ethnic music scholar Ming Li-kuo orchestrated the exhibition "Taiwan Indigenous
Peoples’ Music and Dance Series - the Tsou people". At the time, the Kanakanavu people from
Southern Tsou realized the difference between them and the Tsou people of Alishan when they were
practicing ritual musical dance. They then embarked on a journey to find out about their own ances-
try...In 2009, the Kanakanavu language was listed by UNESCO as a "critically endangered" language.
This raised Kanakanavu people’ s awareness regarding the preservation of their own language. Mr.
Kung Yueh-chung, then vice-chancellor of the Kaohsiung University of Indigenous Studies, himself
a Kanakanavu native, compiled a dictionary and teaching material for the Kanakanavu language
with the help of some scholars and elders, and the Kanakanavu people resumed the traditional
rituals that had been suspended for decades. In addition, efforts were made to rebuild the Kanaka-
navu people’s tribal house and find traditional tribal costumes from museums up north, so that
more people could see and learn about the unique cultural significance of the Kanakanavu people.

In that same year, the Morakot typhoon destroyed the Kanakanavu’ s homes. However, that has not
wavered their determination in protecting the tribe’ s traditional culture. The Kanakanavus insisted
on holding annual rituals as usual, rebuilding the solidarity among their people. Nevertheless, a
series of name rectification movements had the Tsou people in Alishan worry over a separation of
the Southern Tsou from the Tsou people, which might affect the internal cohesion of the Tsou
people. After many public hearings and discussions, the three ethnic groups (Tsou, Kanakanavu,
and Saaroa) finally reached a consensus and gave each other the best blessings as "brothers from
the same families." Therefore, the Indigenous Affairs Association commissioned National Chengchi
University to conduct an investigation report which lasted for 9 months. The report covered histori-
cal materials, clan origins, religion, ceremonial rituals and language, and proposed that both
Kanakanavu and Saaroa are two distinct tribes of people. On June 26, 2014, the Executive Yuan
officially announced the Kanakanavu people as the 16th tribe of Taiwan’ s indigenous peoples.

*Supplementary information: The Kanakanavu people in Namasia District and the Saaroa people in
Taoyuan District were originally classified as Tsou people for convenience in management during
the Japanese rule. The two tribes of people were mostly called Southern Tsou; the two ethnic
groups applied together for the related naming movement. However, most of the Saaroa people
lived in Taoyuan District. The introduction of Saaroa is expected to be presented later in Kaohsi-
ung’ s special exhibition for Taoyuan.
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The tribespeople who had tried to preserve traditions could not protect their faith, nor
defend their tribal homes on their own effort. Faced with the rapid changes of modernity,
the Kanakanavu united and spoke out for their land, and tried to cultivate their age-old
wisdom. Kanakanavu elders led their children to know about the living traditions of their
people, learn about their habitual landscape, and named children in their ethnic
language to ensure the language could pass down through the generations. Bunun
hunters have also organized hunters’ organizations; with the hope that the tribespeople
could carry on the spirit of traditional hunting, and learn from their ancestors about the
insights of survival,’and how to live.in harmony with the forest. Women in the area form
associations to support each otherin after-school child care;~and to widen their
children’ s horizon with discussions on global issues such as climate change. Networks
for mutual support have been established. Despite the suffering of the early tribespeo-
ple, a prosperous and hopeful future for the people can be visualized: In the Bunun
language, “Namasia” means having a bettertomorrow. The land bearsthe aspirations of
the people; asthey bravely march ahead towards their own destiny.
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Traditional Hunting Culture

Association of Namasia District, Kaohsiung City
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Forest Guard Team established /
The team of forest and nature protection
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Kaohsiung Aboriginal Women
Sustainable Development Association
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Hometown of fireflies
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Minquan Elementary School: rooting and growing together
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