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The February 28 Incident is an important historic event in
Taiwan. It took place on February 27, 1947, and arose from a law
enforcement action against the selling of cigarettes without
permission. It later caused a series of resistance across Taiwan.
In the end, the government launched forceful crackdowns
which led to a lot of casualties and missing persons. The govern-
ment's follow-up arrests had been extended as Taiwan was
placed under martial law in 1949, hence the beginning of the
“White Terror” which lasted for decades.

The February 28 Incident in Kaohsiung is a significant collective
memory of the citizens. During the incident, the military carried
out suppressions, firstly in Kaohsiung, resulting in the highest
recorded number of casualties and the execution of negotiators
in a single location.

The current site of the Kaohsiung Museum of History (formerly
Kaohsiung City Hall) is one of the most important historical site
of the incident. This exhibition represents a lamentation over the
victims. Moreover, it symbolizes the hope for everyone to reflect
on history, to rise above it all and move forward to a future with
universal values of freedom, democracy, and human rights.
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KAOHSIUNG MUSEUM OF HISTORY
No. 272, Zhongzheng 4th Rd., Yancheng Dist.,
Kaohsiung City 803003
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The February 28 Incident
in Kaohsiung

The Kaohsiung Museum
of History was formerly
Kaohsiung City Office
during the Japanese
colonial period, and
later Kaohsiung City Hall
in the post-war period. It
is also an important
historical site for the
February 28 Incident.

After the incident broke out, the February 28 Incident
Settlement Committee was organized to resolve the
protests peacefully. Nevertheless, as Kaohsiung was the
first area to be subjected to military suppression before
the additional army of the Nationalist Government came
to Taiwan, it had a great influence on the development of
subsequent events. On March 6, 1947, seven representa-
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