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Venerable Master Hsing Yun in the Early Post-War
Period—A Study on the Kaohsiung Buddhist Hall
(1953-1959)

Yu-Chen Chen
Ph.D. Student, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University
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In 1953, Venerable Master Hsing Yun (1927-2023) became associated with Kaohsiung when invited
by Venerable Zhu Yun (2 ) to give a lecture, initiating a trend of learning Buddhism in the region.
From 1955 to 1958, Venerable Master Hsing Yun served as the superintendent of Kaohsiung Buddhist
Hall and appointed Venerable Yueh Chi ( %L ) as the abbot. He introduced the Dharma propagation
model of Yilan Lei Yin Temple (25 & =7 ) to Kaohsiung, established a youth choir, organized Buddha’s
birthday parades, and founded Tzu Yu Kindergarten. The formation of the Kaohsiung Buddhist Hall,
under his guidance, significantly influenced the flourishing development of Buddhism in Kaohsiung
following the war.

This paper focuses on exploring Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s activities in Kaohsiung Buddhist
Hall (1953-1959). Through an examination of historical documents such as Bodhedrum and
Awakening the World Periodical, as well as oral interviews with early followers of Venerable Master
Hsing Yun in Kaohsiung Buddhist Hall, the aim is to shed light on the essence of his teachings and
provide valuable historical materials for the study of his early Dharma propagation in Kaohsiung.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Kaohsiung Buddhist Hall, Humanistic Buddhism, Chen
Ren-He
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