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To Make Joint Efforts in New Ground:
Okinawans in Kaohsiung During the Japanese Rule
Period

Cheng-Hao Tsai
Associate Researcher, Department of Painting, Calligraphy, Rare Books and Historical Documents, NPM

/AN 0 10 1 > V0 OSSOSO

During the Japanese rule period, many Okinawan immigrants arrived in Kaohsiung. There are many
factors for their arrival in Kaohsiung, but few related studies. From the information in the official
director and celebrity director, it can be found that numerous administrative agencies and schools
provide Okinawans with relevant backgrounds who are interested in advancing to the next level for
public administration (administration, judiciary, local, customs), school (headmaster, teacher), medical
and police career opportunities, and many famous families among them. The emerging trade and
industrial port city provides Industrial and commercial personnel with great opportunities to showcase
their talents. In addition to acting as an agent, director of a branch office, and self-employed. Their
native place is most from Naha. In addition, there are many people from the Yaeyama Retto.

For grassroots workers, Kaohsiung Port area is an emerging area of important trade port, industrial
center and pelagic fishery base. After the removal of border barriers and the establishment of
transportation networks, many opportunities for employment and development have attracted people
who are more adaptable to the southern climate, have certain professional skills, and are able to
engage in labor affairs and service industries. Among of them, most men are employed laborers and
fisheries—especially pelagic fisheries such as catching tuna, collecting kelp and shellfish, etc. Women
are mostly engaged in the service industry, domestic help, and some work in factories. A large number
of basic level immigrants mainly live in Minato, Xinhama, Horie, and Irifune in the Kaohsiung Port
area, Minatomachi is the most. Immigrants further develop or join associations, friendly societies to
communicate with each other and to protect their interests. The arrival of Okinawans adds a diverse
and international look to Kaohsiung, an immigrant city.

Keywords: Naha, Yaeyama, Minatomachi, Pelagic Fishing, Digenea Simplex
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