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Inference on the Historical Positioning of Dagou
Mountain in Kaohsiung in the 16th Century

Ya-Hsuan Shih
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, National Kaohsiung Normal University

Ab SEILQUCT ovvvrressesveerssssssssssssssmssssss s s

The historical Dagou Mountain is today’s Shoushan. It is now a good place for Kaohsiung citizens
to relax. During the great navigation period in the 16th century, Dagou Mountain played an important
navigation function on the East Asian Needle Road.

The purpose of this article is mainly to reconstruct what Dagou Mountain means in the context
of Taiwan’s history. Therefore, we used relevant historical materials and ancient maps to review the
history of the East Asian shipping routes in the 16th century, as well as European navigation data on
East Asia, and rediscover the iconic significance of Dagou Mountain.

After discussingerelated place names and using, latitude, we can find that Dagou Mountain is in
Taiwan’s histefty, ande can deduceithe shitpwireck ih 1582/and:the' Gallitin interpretation of Selden’s
map.

Keywords: Kaohsiung, Dagou Mountain, Historical Geography, Ancient Map, 16th Century
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