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About the exhibition : Touring Neimen with Guanyin
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Since Kaohsiung Country was.merged with Kaohsiung City, the museum has staged seven

Kaohsiung Exhibitions, including this one, to showcase the beauty of each district and township in

Kaohsiung. This time we are going to-visit' Neimen‘and explore what tradition means to the locals.
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Located in the northeast of Kaohsiung City, Neimen District is where the headwaters of the Erren
River originate. The development of Qishan area and much of southern Taiwan can also be traced

back to this district. Its traditions are reflected by the local's belief in Guanyin, or the Goddess of

Mercy and embodied by folk performing arts and the annual pilgrimage that has been made for over

200 years. Pingpu culture and farming life also speak volumes about local traditions.
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During the pilgrimage, believers of different ages follow: Guanyin on foot into the mountain.
This is how the goddess makes her way to people's spiritual life and supports them when they are
lost or suffering setbacks. The experience of escorting'the deity'in’long procession has become a
shared memory for everyone living here. The custom has been observed for over 200 years and will

continue for the years to come.
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In a Neimen community, the modest and friendly locals always greet tourists with warm hospitality.
Whenever the visitors express their admiration for local culture, the locals always reply, "You are
being too kind" with a sheepish smile. Farmers here never think about how to increase sales, further
develop their business, or promote local agricultural produce with fancy marketing strategies, but

there are always loyal customers who order their products every year. Neimen's specialties are as

unpretentious as the locals. The original flavor of the food is well kept but there is no lack of variety.
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We are now living in an age when the good old days are much appreciated. The excessive packaging
to make products more appealing has sowed suspicion and fear among people, who have thus
turned their attention to the lost traditions. In Neimen, traditions have not been washed away by the
tide of time, but instead have marked important episodes in people's life trajectory. They have been

carried on through generations and evolved with the passage of time, but their original forms have

remained with a modern twist.
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Tradition is something beautiful that continues to be passed down and it can be found everywhere

in Neimen.
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Please join us in touring Neimen with Guanyin. You will find that traditions are not about being
old-fashioned, or lack of excitement. Instead, they are warm, tender and close to humanity. The

demanding requirements of the traditions preserve not only conventional values but the human
touch that characterizes the kind and considerate locals.
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Early Development of Neimen
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In early times, Neimen District was inhabited by the Tapuyen people, one of the Pingpu tribes
in Taiwan. It used to serve as the last line of defense to the west of the Central Mountain Range.
Surrounded by chains of mountain peaks, the hinterland is characterized by complex and
precipitous topography, which made it aperfect hideout for bandits. This also highlights its
strategic importance. There are arable lands on both banks of the Erren River. In Qing dynasty, the
government established a magistrate office and barracks here and encouraged a large number of Han
Chinese to move across the strait to cultivate the land, making Neimen one of the earliest developed
part in Qishan area. The Han Chinese began to move in around 1699. The brothers Xie Luan and
Xie Feng were among the early pioneers. The Hakka people from Tingzhou, Fujian, came around
1703. By 1720, Neimen had been developed to a greater extent. Today, although Neimen cannot
further prosper due to geographical constraints, its natural and cultural landscape is something
unique to treasure. If you wish to know more about the district, start with its topography and early

immigrants.
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A Must-see in Neimen
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In Neimen, almost everything revolves around the faith in Guanyin that is worshipped in Zizhu
Temple. It is especially evident in the lead-up to the annual Guanyin-welcoming pilgrimage, one of
the most representative local events. The religious activity has not changed much from how it first
began and still plays a vital part in people's spiritual life. People who were born and raised here but
now work or study elsewhere will certainly return home for this special occasion. Some will bear the
palanquin on which the deity is mounted while others will train in the temple-affiliated militias for
battle array performances. During this period, everywhere in Neimen will resound with gongs and

drums and crowds of people.
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The local traditions such as the pilgrimage have been passed on through generations for more than
two centuries. Today, there are still many folk performing art troupes in Neimen that perform
Song Jiang battle array, drum dance battle array, buffalo-and-plow battle array, Nanguan, Beiguan,
dancing dragon, dancing lion and martial arts, just to name a few. In addition to the 40-plus troupes
that perform battle arrays, there are roughly another 50 troupes organized by elementary schools,

junior high schools and universities, among which the most widely-known is the grand Song Jiang

battle array, one of the most representative folk performing arts in Taiwan.
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If you have a chance to visit Neimen, go on the pilgrimage with the locals. You can enjoy the beautiful scenery, watch
the captivating troupe performances, appreciate the impressive mountain views and have a hearty meal prepared for
the followers. The journey also provides a great opportunity to witness the bonding of people that is rarely seen in

modern society, the heartfelt gratitude the locals show toward Guanyin, and how much they identify with and take
pride in their belief.

PR RTT + MR TAb

A Holy Journey with Guanyin
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The pilgrimage is probably the most well-known festival in Taiwan. All the faithful marched with Guanyin on the
palanquin in the way people traveled in the past. However, there is something sacred about this journey. The goddess
purifies the areas and brings good fortune to the people along the way, thereby creating a unique itinerary to follow.
There are people who trail behind the palanquin of the deity and those who welcome her advent. All the participants
become spiritually cohesive by exchanging folklores, following observances and mobilizing support for this great

event. This highlights the traditional interaction among human beings, deities and boundaries. Despite the change of

time, people's wishes for protection and willingness to contribute have remained the same.
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Neimen's agricultural products come in a wide variety and of high quality but due to geographic
factors, not in large quantity. The district is known for flamingo flowers, auriculate swallowwort
roots, pineapples, guavas and longans. Its production of flamingo flowers amounts to one third of
the total in Taiwan. Auriculate swallowwort roots can only be found in Neimen. Longan honey is
often recognized for its excellent quality. Peanut candies are well-known far and wide. In addition,
the bamboo handicrafts made by farmers in their leisure time were famous before the widespread
use of plastic products. Even the bamboo containers used to hold the bananas in Qishan are mostly
produced in Neimen. In the 1950s, catering businesses began to flourish in the district. Today, it has
the largest number of chefs in charge of preparing roadside banquets. That is how it derives the name
of "the hometown of Taiwan's prominent chefs". If we take a look at local business development,
it is not difficult to see the locals strive to develop their skills to earn a living and overcome the

difficulties imposed by the environment.
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True Colors of Neimen
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As information is disseminated rapidly on the internet today, we often learn about a place via social
media but our understanding can be quite limited. When it comes to Neimen, many people think of
Song Jiang battle array and the chefs who prepare for roadside banquets because of the hit Taiwanese
movies Dingtao (battle arrays) and Zone Pro Site (master chefs). However, they may not know the
district has other endearing qualities such as ancient houses, communities, schools, stories and local
attractions. We will not be able to see its true colors until we walk in the community, talk with the

locals and experience their life and culture.
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In preparing the exhibition, we received tremendous help from the kind-hearted locals, and were
touched and inspired by their enthusiasm for relating the stories of their hometown. There is an
end to this exhibition but all the activities in Neimen will go on. The persevering locals will keep
making a living with their skills and going on the pilgrimage every year. The tradition of marching

in procession will outlast each individual's lifetime and be handed down as something beautiful for

future generations to follow.
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