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Beloved places exist in all our hearts. They may n
or the most beautiful but despite the passage of time, the ain as lovely as
one remembers them. Alian and Tianliao are su 1ces. o were
born in those places feel connected to the land, apd’/ \\os\e who by
chance travel through decide to set down their roots. i

Alian District and Tianliao District border theﬁ‘ﬁﬁl{iﬁrj‘fz the North,
Wu Mountain and Qishan District to the East, a Servoir

to the South. The two districts are separated bx(p&ggﬁﬁlé/lountam. Plains

\abprlgmes once lived here, but /durlng the Dutch'occupation'of the island,
the Chinese began to move across the strait in large numbers; by the Qing
Dynas\t\y,\there were mapy’Chinese settlements. The Erren River, whose
source is in the Nein/l,eﬁ District, winds its way through Tianliao—which
is characterized by rugged and barren hills and numerous gullies—and
then flows into . I{Iian with its sandbanks and swamps. This exhibition will
showcase the natural landscape of the two districts and show visitors the love
locals have for their hometown
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The Erren River is a benefit to the riverside people for the irrigation and transportation it
offers. Chinese immigrants settled«in Alian to cultivate the land, and their families have
since expanded and prospered:“Their grit and down-to-earth qualities are the keys to the vast
farmlands and bustling streets of the area.
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Dagang Mountain spans Alian, Tianliao, Yanchao, and Gangshan, but the greatest area of it is located in the Alian
District. It is 4 kilometers in length and less than2 kilometers in width, occupying an area of 750 hectares with
an elevation of 312 meters above sea level. The mountain resembles a tableland rising from the plains. Its height
and proximity to the sea allows a commanding yiew of the plains and harbors, so it was used as a military base
by the Japanese during their occupation of Taiwan. The mountain is steep on its West side, but on the East the
slope is gentler. The Japanese dug caves on the
East side for military use because it is composed of
large limestone masses; on the West at the foot of
mountain they built an airport. After the Second
World War, concrete companies quarried rocks
from the Southeast side beginning at the top and
working down over multiple phases. Today the
mountainside is terraced from the quarrying, and
a park has been built in the area. The West side of
the mountain, with its temples and orchards, is

used mostly for sightseeing.
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If you want to be familiar with a place, go tosthe local market:and make some friends. But if you want to have a
deeper understanding, nothing beats paying a visit to the old houses, trees, and temples—that is, the vital part of
the local collective memory.

Dagang Mountain is known as Taiwan’ s Buddha Mountain.” With followers all across the island, Chaofeng
Temple (the Daganshan School) has used the'mountainas:abase from which to spread Buddhism and has opened
multiple bodhimandas on the mountain sinceits-establishment in 1763. The ancient house of the Alian District
has a hundred-year history. During the Qing Dynasty, the Chinese moved to the area to cultivate the land, settled
down on the island, and continued their bloodline. Although their descendants are now living in different parts
of Taiwan, they share that very same historical house as their common root. Then there is the old tree in Alian,
which is at least one hundred years old and holds a special place in the locals” hearts.
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WHAT YOU CANNOT MISS IN ALIAN
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Visitors to Alian are sure to see its local fruit, such as mangos, tomatoes,
sugar-apples, jujubes, and guavas—fruit so good that it is sold everywhere in
Taiwan, giving Alian is its moniker as the “hometown of fruits.” In addition
to that, Chinese cultural assets such as string puppetry, glove puppetry and
shadow plays are well preserved and passed down in the district, despite the
overall decline of traditional Chinese art in Taiwan. These shows reflect the
local daily life and make it all the more worthwhile to treasure Taiwan’ s
cultural legacy.



AR o] S 1k

ZEIEFE S - SRAREREREEE

S 7F B 15 fl K B B A1 S S 1920 4 - SR 2 H i
ME—{hREIG S NS RIESE S - IREER
PER B ERET I o Bllaa A B Fh - WIBA 4G LIS A
WG E - MREERE - R ESEEAL &
F AN B THMT L o B fhZ 7B RBAE T/
ARBRACEIRSBIRG I » 3 BN SO e fof
BRI BE B AN - BUTEIREZIR 12 pERH
PR RS » AR R (SR - (thid SRR
B R ISR LR 2 RS B A A 5 = (U
TR JES, {5 K R ]+ ftf % B {07 P ) S ol L
BURBISGHLE: - R RIS = B i i 2
FRIE AT T - A 11 5 (2000 ~22010)
¥ v e R BUR
AEEERS T i
W% {45 it e 25
PR ~ DK A v 25
E S 2N

o A

B
REIWAXHE 26t -

FeEREMRESE
A RZEEHE > BOLRR 1937 4 > 8RB
A SIS - RIBRISK ~ BOCIBEL RIS - F2EE
R R R B - SR ERYS - SUSTI
EATRBIE TR TE A B READER - BUEkH
BRI NTOARRE(LL - #88 ~E B T &2
RTJFRITEEEEEB A  fZHERE PR
I 3 SO R AT+ = BRI N SRR - (ES
S RE BREAR SRS T2 0 H e
HHER PR AT LRI ) o PRAM AR ARTIR 8 et
i~ BIRISTE N 0 1950 SRR F R E
fELR - AR B ~ RN IEEL
Hii ©

ke L T HERELEE

(LR 1L T R LB » A 2B —
PREARRZERER TR (L T #RZEkEE ) - HAl
BRI = E 1 - B SRR ~ B
VEMR AR B I - o7 [ e o JRR e 22 AR R 8K
LEBRRM A (B - SUEEIRHEAEL - TH ~ &
FEs A > GERM A AR RBUSBUERAS 5 R
W SITE Bt SR aE ~ BRI - R HIR R
AR o TRRa 1L FARRZERER )
TEH 0 B HEREE - NS I L DR B
W_ERR - (KR REBRERTN -



42

43 M

Bof S AL B FE 8 1 Y o SRR
An Amazing

Journey to Alian

and Tianliao

2 o SEE N R

Py SRR AE KR B FEER &
A~ B BT EREE - IR &
Y5 > MEIR B — M R A K SR BRI M
KIE/NE - (Bl aE E > e Tk
A1 WIRREE o HIHS BRI 1L
e~ BRBIAIGE L~ s
AT e ) LR S - SR S e S| 1)
R R - AL ZAE - OB AR R
A — B TT A IR A1 i = 5% FH 2R Qi
il > EL ] S [ A e AR AL A B 1 3 A
B FUERAE B AR M AT R Rl BR
i —f KR - MR % T
50 #f - AREIPEN A F - REESE
B REIKRAET » B ML HEREAI LT K
R LRI RIE E TR AR KRB A e
EAGZE TR > EEFHFLEFHS
BEEAT b He |

BERKRY -
REILAXHE 2

Al Ll BEAR ERAE EE

K fied L) FE MR AR T REf) 400 3 » AEHE K fed
[+ s v] 22K AR AR ASE » B EE 3 FE ~ 4
FI )8 e R A Bl IR 6 » W51 2k B & sth iy i
B SEBERT OSSR N EE - R
DZALMfE ) FREANS - Kid 1L ERIREIR
fLE » HERE O TR U SR E
BR » EXRFGEE - BEERNBIRE S
B o KRILAVREIR ~ BB AME S H B
BRAI 75 AESESCAL - AHRBR BRI A 47 SE 2RI T
MRIEESCILER ) - ATER R Khd L — KRS - Ik
SIREZ BT HIARBNE H F R n REIR IR 2 -

BEARTRUL -
ABILAXHE 2 -



BEAREZJE AL ©
RBILAXHE 2

IEIERERRBL
ARILASCHE 24 -

S FEEREAR 2R
FIEH g | G
AR TR -

BEARADR o A ILIBERRE -
REILAXHE 24 REILAXHE 2

Kot [ TORQIRHENR 8% 28 LASY » SRR IR w2 thiFs ji SEuk

Rl 17— EIZCE | RRIRNE > AR
L SR IR AL AL - RO R AR
OO % S IR T 20 1158 > 18
S 8 % I A R AT IR 0+ A
£ e BRERTE |

fHIEERERREIR EZ 2 H U
KR - AR A HZIZ
BRI BEAREZ AT (12

RRUFT -

W~ RAE M

AR o SRR RO RS L
rise8s ERIEOBERRA - F1FD 3 R EHSIEAD
MR AR - BT -

WIRFERFEE KR » IERAK - kg4 5 K
AHEHZE ©

ASREAR AR IRBAEN -

BigEeE  AINER ©



44

45 bﬂ\

PSS A BRL P 8 A 7y SRR
An Amazing

Journey to Alian

and Tianliao

A LLFED

KB L7 R AE R0 - RlERE TR 5E B A
W - R HEB OIS B OKIEERE - (Kt
AR EBURERIA K > S4B B - KGR E
B B - ROIKEFANER - S
REBNE - RAEFGABITS R - HAns 2 (Y
K M E rl#5E 1 57 LLE > HEEED
THAR -

WA ZACR - B

[ 35t ol S 1 B
&> w] e fth == H
A a2 R - B

4t |

E e ]

KAOHSIUNG -
MUSEUM OF HISTOH

iR B HAMPTE RSS2 - 1
AYHE—FE— RGBSR B - 4
GEm A fEfhoE £ — R —MEA A
A S ISES TSRS ) RN
STESIERRL TRYr) -

A LR o
KR IIASCHEE $2t o




&
[l
i)
A
]
il
)
N
(B
A
RlE:
W5
=
Kt
£
e

AR RE T RERY 170 23U » FEAE R 750 A
Fr- EEHATERLEEE - B bl 5 5
2 R » AR E R E A SR - b
ZIHBEEFIR -

1 SR T A 300 /AEH >
9 T2 AW PSS 1 KELEE A o
= <K
4~ DIREEE - ARTYIESE - FLERFURS
BRI LA ST AEAL - 50 ad A
Briais b R - AR ERREE R ~ SRAHTEIE
® o~ AHEERATESS s EAERYDINA S
1791 » AEA R ZRFITERGN L -

HEM

1=
E’”}
[
il
S
=
(B
3
||
+
=
cu
E
$E
[ (Bt (Bt, 4D

il 30

EERRR o
ARIIASCHE $26t -



46

47’7‘\\

Bl A B Yy R iR

An Amazing
Journey to Alian
and Tianliao

v S

= -
0|

DG

A_AA_AA_ AR \
| \ \f =y

Bl SEAHASR i L

LOCAL MARKETS TNWALIAN

st y5 - B ZRTE - TR dn I E RS AR - FeiE R
GRS 2R TS A 7, TR 2K 5 #ER MR E AR AL o Bl SEAE /e
b2 S AEZR TS ~ LRI FFEEE - AR H R - thig G EREN S
T > {HE B AN E et i aes - R - RWS1FF 2 EE IR
TRAHA— % » T2 Il (Bl B RPREE — 12 - sl Bl 5 =
ACIE LA ERR o

Wherever you go, there is always a local market bustling with life. It not only provides
the local people with their daily necessities but also tells stories of the vendors’ lives.
The tasty food of Alian is hidden in its markets, around the temples, and in the alleyways.
There are no eye-catching signs or glamorous storefronts. Rather, local food makes itself
famous throughout the island by word of mouth and media coverage. On weekends,
there are always crowds of tourists eating to their heart’ s content. And whenever the
people who left Alian for work return to their hometown, the first thing they do is go to

the market and remind themselves of how delicious the food really tastes.
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Located to the east of Dagang Mountain, Tianliao is surrounded by mountains and covered with hills.
Eighty percent of the area is badlands. Even with the Erren River winding through it, there is a lack
of arable land. Despite the hostile environment, the hard-working locals manage to survive and excel
by all possible means. The soil of the mudstone formation, though unfavorable for farming, is high in
magnesium and salinity, so the fruit grown there is particularly sweet. The land there is also suitable for
raising livestock, such as pheasants and goats. Because of the hard work of the farmers, its agricultural
products are noted for high quality and are even selected by hotel chefs as top-choice ingredients.

Tianliao is the only district in Taiwan where there are no convenience stores, gas stations, hospitals,
clinics, or lottery shops. It was only in 2000 that the first traffic light was installed. If one day you feel
like leaving the whole world behind, take a trip to Tianliao, a place so quiet and peaceful that you will
no longer feel time passing. The tranquil ponds and desolate landscape reminiscent of the moon’ s
surface will keep you immersed in your own world. Despite the scenery of the area, nowhere can

compare with the warm hospitality of Tianliao’ s people.
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THE HISTORY OF TIANLIAO
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Tianliao is characterized by its mudstone formations and countless
gullies created by the erosion of rain, which make the land rugged
and hostile to farming. This is known as “badlands” in geological
terms. Its bleak and bare landscape is redolent of the moon, so it has
been dubbed “Moon World” in Chinese and become a common

photographic subject in Taiwan.
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The hlgh salinity of the soil is not suitable for most crops but is favorable to the growth of
~ sweet and tasty fruit. For example, farmers began growing ]ujqbes 40 years ago to make

the most of their environment. The land there is also beneficial to the raising of livestock,
such as goats, pigs, and pheasants. ) /
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