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Cishan District is located in the center-of
Kaohsiung. It borders Shanlin District;toithe
north and Dashu District to the south: To:the
east are Meinong District and Ligang Township

(Pingtung County) , the two of which are
separated by the Cishan River. Spanning an
area of 94.6122 km2, Cishan is 25 km from
north to south and 8 km from east to west. The
downtown street of Cishan is an important hub
for traffic that connects to neighboring areas.
As such, these areas developed around Cishan
as the center and together have formed a close

community.
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Over 300 years ago, Cishan serve

farmland for the Pingpu tribe, with a mi
of Han Chinese people coming here to cult‘ "

the land. Later on, as increasing numbers of
businesspeople settled down here, a co miL

FF
district was gradually established. m 4@EE

_ KAOHSIUNG
Japanese took over Taiwan, they revamped the" /5 10RY

- streets and invested in building infrastructure,

which later paved the way for Cishan’ s
prosperity.
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From the reclamation of land in the Qing dynasty, to the urban planning implemented during Japanese
rule, and the subsequent prosperous development of various industries, these have all helped to shape
the diverse structural landscape of Cishan, which demonstrates the progress this area has made. The
distinctive architectural designs and scenic spots have become Cishan’ s most valued cultural assets,

attracting numerous tourists to visit the area, take photos and even share their location on Facebook.
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The sugar refinery established in 1908
was the major driving force behind Cishan’ s
prosperous development. As the sugarcane
industry needed a large number of workers and
vehicles to transport raw materials, the influx of
people boosted related industries in Cishan. In
1910, the Cishan train station was established by
the sugar refinery to ameliorate transportation
problems. In the 1930s, the banana industry
developed rapidly, furthering local development
and that of related businesses such as packaging

and transport. As a result of the population

growth and economic upturn, business and
service sectors began to prosper. Cishan saw an
increasing number of shops providing a wider
diversity of goods, services, and opportunities

for growth.
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The heyday of banana production in
Cishan was during the 1930s, when the Japanese
ruled Taiwan, as well as the post-war 1960s.
During the 1960s, one kilogram of bananas cost
around NT$ 6 to 7, which meant one tier of
bananas could bring in between NT$100 to 200.
At the time, a banana farmer could have a cup
of tea in a teahouse for only NT$5. Therefore,
a farm growing full of golden bananas was

much like a gold mine, and people dressed in

clothes that smelled of the scent of bananas were
treated as important guests and attended to with
great care in bars and teahouses. In contrast,
customers dressed in clean clothes would find
themselves sitting quietly on the sidelines. This
shows just how much bananas farmers were

respected back then.
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Cishan is not only known for its delici

food and the old street but is also
for its historical and cultural assets. The‘
buildings are worth a visit to better uﬁderstand

the historical development of CIshanr'Vlzg

are encouraged to imagine the goldeEa%-iﬁq%ﬁE

KAOHS
this district by taking in the hlstorlcal'\sit%ﬁlim@F HISTORY

- architectural designs. In every corner of Cishan,

there are many stories for you to discover.
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Throughout its history of over 3A

many famous figures and stories emerged
Cishan. From its glorious streets to its
as the banana paradise, Cishan has nur ur’
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Over the past three centuries, an
abundance of cultural assets have been built
up in Cishan. Many cultural groups have now
begun to promote local features and organize
cultural and creative activities, incorporating
local elements such as the banana industry,
culture, architecture and the old street. On one
hand, this helps to enrich local culture, while
on the other, it also helps create many specialty

goods that can reinvigorate the old town.
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Chishan : the Story of Banana Paradise
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| Open Hours | Tue. through Sun. 9am-5pm,Closed Mondays.
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Group Tour and English Tour Service : Please contact two weeks in advance.
Inquiry Ph.+886(7)5312560 ext310

No. 272, Jhongjheng 4th Rd., Yancheng District, Kaohsiung City 80347, Taiwan
TEL : 07-5312560 FAX : 07-5315861  hitp://khm.gov.tw/
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