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Speaking of  “2021,” what comes into your mind? It” s not about another apocalypse

prophecy but a mysterious land waiting to be explored. Jiasian is a place in Taiwan that many
people associate with the locally grown taros and the beautiful scenery along the Southern
Cross-Island Highway. What they don” t know is there is a lot more to this area.

In prehistoric times, Jiasian was under the water, nurturing a great many living things
in the sea. In history, it was a happy huntlng ground for the south-Tsou people, the beautiful
homeland of the Taivoan people, the ]apanese s base for camphor production and also
a place that has witnessed multiple Targe-scale anti-Japanese movements. Today, Jiasian is
located at the intersection of Highway 20.and, Highway 21, which is also the starting point
of the Southern Cross-Island Highway. In_early times, it was the important rest area and
the midway point for transportation froni Kaohsiung city to Taituing county. It was also the
distribution center for agricultural products from nearby mountain areas.

If you love nature, you will deﬁmtely fall fity) 10ve with the Liuyi mountain trail and the
variety of plants and animals of 350 nghlands If you are interested in prehistoric times,
there are Shezikeng Site and Jiasian Fossil Museum to visit. If you want to know more about
different Pingpu aboriginal cultures, you can’ t miss the Xiaolin Pingpu Culture Museum
and the annual night festival. If you enjoy listening to stories and watching performances,
there are well-informed elders and talented locals in the community. If you take pleasure in
delicious food, make sure you have a Pingpu meal, sour-sweet plums, organic rice, organic
brown sugar approved by local boars and the highly addictive organic coffee. Of course, you
must try the most famous taro pastry and also the smooth, fragrant taro-flavored ice cream. If
you are lucky enough, you will have the opportunity to make the ice cream for yourself.

In 2009, Jiasian was struck by the ferocious typhoon Marokot. The disaster greatly
changed its landscape but not the history and culture of this place, or the passion and
optimism of the locals. This exhibition will guide you through the wonderland of Jiasian and
get you to know about its history, natural environment, aboriginal cultures, local specialties
and the people living here. Now please join us in discovering the wonders of Jiasian.

Jiasian is a place you can’ t miss in your life. There is a lot to experience, in addition to
the yummy taros!
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To date, there has not been an agreement among scholars on how Jiasian derived its
name. But generally, there are two explanations. Decide which one is more convincing to you.

Ak

oL 17364F (ZEEITAE) - Bilike
AR P4 R R e e Bt -
P THLD A - BRI
2R B SR 55 PO RE AR g K 2o 5 4
Mo SRRE > AMYBTLA TG BR SBi3
) fREREH - BB DI - 3B
FEALES THE ] - CRERFIlL s
Mokt (RS LECH) ) -

No. 1

In 1736, a man named Jiansian
from the Taivoan community
crossed the Nanzixian river to
cultivate the land to the east.
After that, people referred
to this place as “the land
cultivated by Jiansian.” Jiansian
later became the shorter name

of this area.
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No. 2

In the Koxinga’ s dynasty, south-
Tsou people relocated eastward to
this place, which was known as
‘kuileinanzixianpu’  ({{ {fEREREA).
‘Kui-lei’ ({i£{fi) generally referred
to south-Tsou, Paiwan and Rukai
people in the Qing dynansty. As
‘kui’ (ff) and ‘jia’ (Fl) were
then pronounced the same, ‘H’
was used in lieu of ‘ff§.” “H{l’

thus became the shorter form of
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Watching Jiasian from a
Bird's Eye View

/ / Jiasian district i\S‘lqcated in the north of Kaohsiung city. It bor/de/fé Shanlin district\“c‘o\t\he

" north and Namaxia district to the south. To the east of Jiasian is Liugui district at the souther\hx_\
foot of Mountain Jade. To the ‘west across Dawu Mountain is Nanhua district of Tainan city. \
Jiasian district is 22.61 km from'\no\rth to south, 5.3 k{n"frbm east to west and 252.06 m high

above the sea. The total area is 119f843 nzixian river, which was formed with the

Xijaolin fault, runs from north to so is district, Shanlin district and Cishan

district, converging with Laonong river i river.
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A Significant Site for Fossil Experts

Why are fossils found in Jiasian?

Around 6 to 10 million years ago, the convergence of the tectonic plates pushed up the
land mass of Taiwan from the sea during the Ponglai orogeny. Because of the mountain-
building process, a large sedimentary basin was divided by the Central Mountain Range
into two. To the west of the range, Jiasian and Namaxia had been in littoral, neritic and
bathyal zones. After the orogeny, rock fragments quickly settled in these areas as a result of
rapid weathering and erosion of the mountain. This created a favorable condition for fossil

formation. That is why a lot of fossils are found in Jiasian.

Enclosed by mountains on three sides, Jiasian district is a plateau to the left of Nanzixian
river. The area is characterized by sedimentary rocks from the seafloor. The rock formation is
predominantly composed of Guandaoshan sandstone and Shiliufeng shale. As there are a lot
of faults, cliffs and outcrops, a lot of fossils can be easily seen. A wide variety of fossil shells,

for example, are a testimony to the changes over the past tens of millions of years.
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Living in the fast-paced society, people often lament that things change over time and
cherish those that can last unchanged. Fortunately, there are plenty of such things in Jiasian
such as fossils, old trees, historical sites, steles, traditional ceremonies and Dintao, a type
of temple performance troupe. These are the precious cultural assets of Jiasian. We believe
they will continue to witness the changes in Jiasian and become the impression of Jiasian for
generations to come.
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Into the 2021 Wonderland
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From the downtown of Kaohsiung gn_r t_e__t(lliasién,\ you will find mountains wreathed

AL
in slight mist. Jiasian is situated right am% 43 ins where there are abundant natural

SIS and spectacular scenery waiting,tgbeiscovered. When' you walk into the mountain,

MUSEUM OF HISTORY
you will probably understand why the locals believe Jiasian is a land blessed by God and why/

visitors call it the mysterious wonderland at the convergence of Highway 20' and 21.
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Despite the assimilation of Pingpu people in Taiwan, historical documents from the
Dutch occupation period suggest that Pingpu indigenous cultures have remained diverse and
complex. Among the Pingpu, Siraya people have been active in revitalizing their culture in
recent years. The Siraya can be further divided into smaller groups and not all of them are
living in Tainan. The group living in Jiasian is known as the Taivoan.
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A Land Blessed by the Gods
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In Jiasian, most people practice a blend of Buddhism and Taoism. The number of such
practitioners is followed by those who identify themselves as exclusively Taoists, Buddhists,
I-Kuan Tao believers and Presbyterian Christians. There are many temples in Jiasian and only
a few of them are public temples. In early days, immigrants worshipped the deities from their
hometown at home or in the village. When they had more stable income, they started to pool
money and build temples for their community. Unlike public temples, most temples here are
private temples which were built by individuals. Funded by donations from the faithful, these
temples are usually larger and attended by a wider range of people. In recent years, many
people from outside Jiasian have bought land here to build temples for different reasons.
Some believe the peaceful environment is suitable for practicing their religion, while others
have done so to fulfill the wishes of the gods.
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Dehghtful Tastes to Enjoy
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In Jiasian, farming is the main sourWor most people. There are many well-
known local specialties that out-of-town Visi ould not miss. The delightful taste of the
locally grown taros and bamboos shoots i _}_s_ a result f.f. the unsp01led growing environment and

Tk % ian make the local produce delicious

{ ~and famous island-wide. In addi“éion to }fﬁ(-'g widely grown bamBOo shoots, Jiasian produces a

EUM OF HISTO If
bounty of taros and serves as the major taro supther to nelghborlng areas. This is why ]1as1an/

the care of the friendly locals. The soil

has a reputation as “the hometown of taros and bamboo shoots.”
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Typhoon Morakot
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In 2009, the torrential rains brought by Fyphoon Morakot triggered massive floods
and mudslides, causing numerous deaths and greatlosses in Taiwan. In Jiasian, the disaster
destroyed roads, bridges, houses and rice paddies. Xiaolin village was even wiped out by
the mudslides. The typhoon took away manylives, leaving the bereaved locals nothing but
sad memories. In the wake of the typhoef, the residents came to realize the importance of
preserving local culture. Therefore, during the reconstruction, not only were homes rebuilt,
but so were the methods of passing down local culture.
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The landscape of an area is not only characterized by the mountains, rivers and green
fields but also the people living there. We'can ‘actually say the residents are the most important
feature of the landscape. People in Jiasian-love their'hometown so much that they feel duty-
bound to safeguard the environment and'make it more attractive. Their happy smiles add
to the beauty of Jiasian. Forces of nature may have altered its physical landscape but have
not changed what makes its residents unique. After the typhoon, people from different
communities consolidated their efforts to rebuild homes. And now every artifact before your
eyes represents the happiness and vitality of the communities here.
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Something You Have to Know
about Jiasian
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Before Jiasian was developﬁ Eﬁ%ﬁgunting ground for the south-Tsou

SIUN

people. In the mid- ang dynasty, faivoa IDIplEtGID(I)B,Ya subdivision of the Siraya, relocated

\\\\to this area from Yu]m basin. In the late Qing dynasty, Chinese people started to
ﬁiove in this area because of the government policy to develop to rhountain areasi/and
a351m11ate aborlglnal people. After the Japanese government took over Talwan Jiasian
was treated as an administrative division for the first time. Conflicts between the locals
and the ]apanese arose because of the government’ s authoritarian rule. The Iapanese

: exploited the local\;l\resources by producing camphor and extra,ctmg oil. Since WWIIL,
the development of fr‘ansportation in Taiwan has led to the growth in local industries. :

Jiasian’ s crops such as taros and bamboo shoots have become local specialties.
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| Open Hours | Tue. through Sun. 9am-5pm,Closed Mondays.
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Group Tour and English Tour Service  Please contact two wecks in advance.
].nql.liry Ph.+886(7)5312560 ext310

No. 272, JThongjheng 4th Rd., Yancheng District, Kaohsiung City 80347, '[‘alwan ] :
TEL : 07-5312560 FAX : 07-5315861 http://khm.gov.tw/
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