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The Pioneer of Photographing Takau: John Thomson
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John Thomson was not only a photographer, he was also an explorer
and a writer. He arrived in Taiwan in 1871 and came ashore at Takau,
traveling along the coast and in the Liouguei and Laonong area. He
left behind a rich photographic record of the cultural scenery and
indigenous peoples of Takau from the 19th century.
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How Long is the Coastline of Kaohsiung?
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Itis 63 kilometers long, running from the left bank of Erren River in the
north to the right bank of Gaoping River in the south. The coast may not
be very long, but there are 16 fishing ports that includes the only
specialized naval base(Port of Zuoying) and the largest port (Port of
Kaohsiung) in Taiwan.
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How Large is the Population of Kaohsiung?
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Itis about 2,728,000 people in Kaohsiung(Data: December 2022),
which ranks third in population behind New Taipei City and Taichung
City in Taiwan. Itis also home to diverse groups, including Hakka, Hoklo,
indigenous peoples, and new immigrants.
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Shoushan’s Namesake: The First National Natural Park
in Taiwan
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Shoushan also went by the name Takau Mountain and Chaishan. In 1912,
it was rezoned as Takao Park and opened to the public in 1928. During
World War Il, the military reclaimed it as a restricted area. Not until 1992
did environmental groups, including the Chaishan Nature Park
Promotion Society, appeal for establishing a nature park. In 2011, it was
formally upgraded as Shoushan National Natural Park.
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The Most Lemon Emigrant Butterflies in the World
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More than 110 species of butterflies found in Meinong District of
Kaohsiung, the population of lemon emigrant butterflies and common
emigrant butterflies has set a record as the highest in the world. When
these butterflies appear in great numbers, they fill the sky and create
a truly remarkable scene.
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The Largest Mud Volcano in Taiwan
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Yanchao District has the highest concentration of mud volcanoes in
Taiwan. In this district lies the Wushanding Mud Volcano Nature
Preserve covering five hectares, making it the smallest of Taiwan’ s
nature preserves. Itis also Taiwan’ s largest and most complete mud
volcano district, the tallest one there being 3.5 metersin height.
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The Largest River Basin in Taiwan
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The drainage basin of Gaoping River covers 3,257 km? and its source
lies with Yushan in the Central Mountain Range. The main river is
170.9 km long and its tributaries include Ailiao River, Laonong River, and
Cishan River( Nanzixian River).
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The Most Famous Badlands in Taiwan
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The badlands in the Tianliao area were the first famous “moonscape”
scenery in Taiwan. A provincial highway cuts through the area and a
national highway exit is located nearby, making the moonscape there
the most accessible of all in Taiwan. It is also the most convenient
place to witness the unique spectacle of this kind of badlands.



RERAFRRER

The Unique Traditional Performing Art in Kaohsiung
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The art of “shadow puppet play” was imported to Taiwan from Fujian in
the early 19th century and was concentrated mostly in southern Taiwan.
Though reportedly very popular in the Qing dynasty, later the advent of
new forms of entertainment, such as television, led shadow puppetry
to gradually fade into obscurity. Currently there are only four surviving
performing groups, and all of them are located in Kaohsiung. The city
is also home to Taiwan’s only museum devoted to shadow puppetry,
which is striving to promote this traditional art form and its culture.
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The First Modern Mechanized Sugar Factory in Taiwan
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In 1901, the first modern sugar factory (Taiwan Seitdo Kabushiki Kaisha)
was built in Ciaotou. The technology spread throughout Taiwan and
helped modernize the sugar industry at the time. After World War
I, the firm’s name was changed to Kaohsiung Sugar Refinery. After
production ceased in 1999, the factory was designated a Municipal
Monument in 2002.
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Banana Kingdom
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Cishan, also known as “Banana City,” was famous throughout Taiwan
starting in the Japanese colonial era as its “Banana Kingdom.” The peak
period was in the 1960s, when more than 4,000 hectares were under
cultivation and Japanese cities accounted for more than 80% of its
orders, making Cishan the biggest exporter of bananas in Taiwan at the
time. “Banana Pier” was established to accommodate the high volume
of exports and the only open storehouse at the Port of Kaohsiung.
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Kaohsiung Fruit: Number One in Taiwan
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The three most important fruits in Kaohsiung also represent the most
in Taiwan in terms of production and area under cultivation. The three
are guavas, honey dates, and Yuherbau lychees. The unique “mud
volcano” terrain of Yanchao District results in large and succulent
guavas and honey dates, while the Yuherbau lychees from Dashu
District are renowned for their quality and fleshiness. The total value of
these fruits is in the hundreds of millions of NT dollars.
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The Only Surviving Japanese-era Pineapple Cannery
in Taiwan
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The area around the Jioucyutang Station in Dashu District once had
a total of 11 pineapple canneries, and was the highest concentration
of such facilities in the world. Currently, “Taiwan Pineapple Factory”
is the only pineapple cannery surviving from the Japanese colonial
era. Its predecessors were the third and fourth factories of the Taifang
Company, which were built by the “Pineapple King” Ye Jintu in 1918.
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Kaohsiung is Hot!
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According to statistics compiled by Central Weather Bureau from 1981
to 2010, Kaohsiung during that period had an annual average of 166
days above 30°C, making it only second in Taiwan to 180 days of Tainan.
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An Urban Milestone: Kaohsiung’s Upgrade to a Special
Municipality
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Starting from the development of Kaohsiung into a port city during
the Japanese colonial period and then the completion of the 12-
year expansion project for the harbor and ten major infrastructure
projects, Kaohsiung has grown rapidly to become the largest city in
southern Taiwan. When its population exceeded one million in 1976,
and following various preparations, Kaohsiung was formally upgraded
to the status of a special municipality on July 1, 1979, becoming the
second such city in Taiwan.
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The Only Petroglyph Archaeological Site In Taiwan
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The Wanshan Petroglyphs located in a remote mountainous area,
were the first such large-scale archaeological site discovered in
Taiwan. Because it is located in the traditional hunting grounds
of the Wanshan tribe of the Rukai indigenous people, it takes the
name from that area. The Ministry of Culture designated it a National
Archaeological Site in 2008, but its dating and significance have yet to
be completely understood.
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Neolithic Kaohsiung
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People have been living in the Kaohsiung area since Neolithic times.
Evidence of Neolithic life can be found, for example, at the municipal
archaeological site of Xiaoxi Shell Mound at Neiwei and the national
archaeological site of Fongbitou (Zhongkengmen). It covers the
Dabenkeng, Dahu, Niuchouzi, and Fongbitou cultural layer.
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Koxinga’s Regime in Kaohsiung
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Traces of settlement from the time of the Ming loyalist Koxinga have
been reported in Kaohsiung, including Zuoying, Houjin, Yuanchao
(Yanchao), Youchong (Youchang in Nanzih), and Cianjhen. Thereafter,
Han Chinese would gradually become the dominant people on the
plains of Takau.



ESREE A

The First Surviving Stone Defensive Wall in Taiwan
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Old Fongshan City, completed in 1826, was later known as the first
stone fortress in Taiwan from the Qing dynasty. It is also the earliest
and largest surviving complete fortress in Taiwan. Surviving portions
of this defensive structure include East Gate, South Gate, North
Gate, the wall, moat, Zhen Fu Temple and Gongchen Well have been
designated by the Ministry of Culture as National Monuments.
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The Only Place in Taiwan with Army, Naval, and Air
Force Facilities and Academies
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Kaohsiung City is the only place in Taiwan with academies for
all three branches of the armed forces (army, navy, and air force)
along with Veteran’s Villages culture. They are the Republic of
China Military Academy in Fongshan, the Republic of China Naval
Academy in Zuoying, and the Republic of China Air Force Academy
in Gangshan. Throughout the city are nearly 90 hectares of scenery
related to Veteran’s Villages culture, the most in all of Taiwan.
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The first cement factory in Kaohsiung, located at the foot of Shoushan
and founded in the Japanese colonial era, was also the earliest
modernized cement factory in Taiwan and became an important base
for the development of Kaohsiung as an industrial city. After World
War |l, it was taken over by Taiwan Cement Corporation and once was
the largest cement factory in Taiwan. Production ceased in 1994.
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Fastener Kingdom
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In 2018, Taiwan was the third-biggest exporter of fasteners in the
world, the largest facilities for their production in the Gangshan District
of Kaohsiung. From the most basic carbon steel screws to the most
advanced dental implants, a full line of fasteners are made there for
a complete supply chain in industry. Making a name for itself as the
“Cave of Fasteners,” it is one of the most little-known champions of
Taiwan’s export industries.
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The First Catholic Church in Taiwan
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Holy Rosary Cathedral, also known in Chinese as “Rose Cathedral,”
is situated near the Love River. Established in 1859, it was the
first cathedral to be built by the Roman Catholic Church after its
reintroduction to Taiwan and the starting point for the spread of
Catholicism in modern-day Taiwan.
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From City Hall to Museum: The Kaohsiung Museum of
History
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This museum’s predecessor was Kaohsiung’s government office
during the Japanese colonial period and then city hall after World War
1. After the city government moved to its new administrative center in
Sihwei in 1992, the building was converted into a history museum to
tell the story of Kaohsiung through exhibits, collections and research.
It is the first locally established museum of history in Taiwan and was
officially opened on October 25, 1998.
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A City Library of Six “Firsts”
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Kaohsiung Main Public Library, designed around the idea of “trees in
a library, a library in a forest,” was completed in 2014. It is home to
six “firsts.” It is the first suspension green architecture in the world,
has the largest suspended courtyard in the world, is the first covered
courtyard reaching a height of 7.5 meters without columns, is the first
comprehensive system building in Taiwan, and is the most flexibly
functional building in Taiwan.
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The World’s Largest Theater Under One Roof: The National
Kaohsiung Center for the Arts ( Weiwuying )
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Located in the Fongshan District of Kaohsiung, this arts center lies
in an area once reserved for the military in the Japanese colonial era.
It was later converted into a public park and in 2003 rezoned as an
arts and culture park. The National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts
(Weiwuying) covers 3.3 hectares and features the largest theater under
one roof. Its total area is more than the National Theater and Concert
Hall in Taipei combined. It also has the largest pipe organ in all of Asia
and is Taiwan’s only “vineyard-style” concert hall.
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The First Notched Sports Stadium in the World
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Built for the 2009 World Games held in Kaohsiung, the National
Stadium was designed by the important Japanese architect Toyo Ito.
Differing from traditional stadiums circular or oval in shape, it is the
first stadium in the world to break from this tradition and have a notch
on one side. It is also the first sports stadium in the world with solar
energy panels that can generate one million watts.




