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A Study of the Former Sanwa Bank’s Historical
Facts and Spatial Changes

Kun-Yi Chen
Director, Takao Renaissance Association

Ab Stract ...............................................................................................................................................................................

As the only remaining bank building from Japanese Era in Hamasen, the former Sanwa Bank
bears witness to the important history of the implementation of the new local government system in
Kaohsiung. Despite being investigated after its registration as a historical building, there is still a lack
of information regarding the land history and architectural characteristics of the former Sanwa Bank.
This study further cross-references historical records, not only proves the original use of the place, but
confirms that the building was expanded from the old structure of Samuel Samuel & Co.’s branch.

The site of the former Sanwa Bank has a rich spirit of place due to its diachrony. However, the
restoration work lacks a detailed factual basis, and the new decoration may have distorted the essence
of the cultural heritage space.~This article corrects past research errors and provides additional
information on_the history of financial institutions in the surrounding area, with'the goal of updating
and enhancing discourse on the'focal cultural'and’historical context.

Keywords: Sanwa Bank, Sanju-Yon Bank, Samuel Samuel & Co., Cultural Heritage, Hamasen
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