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Military, Governmental, Educational Personnel
and Their Dependents’ Occupation and Withdrawal
from the Temples in Fongshan, Kaohsiung after
World War I1

Yen-Chou Chiu
Chief Executive Officer, Grassland Folk Culture Studio

Ab SETTAQCT +rrvvverreermeseeeeemesse i

After the end of World War II, the Nationalist government took over Taiwan, and a large number
of military, government, educational personnel and their families followed the government to Taiwan.
Because many buildings were bombed during the war, several units and agencies had no choice but to
station temples. In 1949, during the Chinese Civil War, the Kuomintang government suffered a defeat
and retreated to Taiwan, exacerbatingythe_situations In addition, withsthe:Kuomintang: government’s
move to Taiwan,_ the situation became even more chaotic; Icading to the downsizing-of military forces
and governmentiagencies. As a result, many of those who came with the government were unable to
rejoin or return to their original positions. Without anyone'to help, they could enly-occupy temples or
live in the streets and beg for food.

This article examines the case of Fongshan Town in the early post-war period. By analyzing the
military’s announcements and the government’s preserved petitions, it was found that since 1951, the
gentry and people of Fongshan Town had begun to deal with the problem of temples being occupied.
They used the construction of houses to accommodate these people in exchange for the restoration
of the normal operation of the temples. It is hoped that through the discussion in this article, more
researchers will pay attention to this issue.

Keywords: Temple Occupation, Military Dependents, Fongshan Town
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