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A Preliminary Study of the FongShan Hospital
during the Japanese Rule (1896-1910)

Yu-Fong Wang
Associate Professor, Center for the Liberal Arts, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology

Ab Stract ...............................................................................................................................................................................

The western medical system was first introduced to Kaohsiung and PingTung areas by the western
missionary. However, the western-style hospitals weren’t widely trusted by local people until the
Japanese colonial period. During the early years of Japanese rule, the hospitals established by the
Office of Taiwan Governor-General were crucial in the development of Taiwan’s western medical
system. Among these hospitals, FongShan Hospital in FongShan is the most short-lived. Established in
1896 by the Taiwan Governor-General’s office, it was relocated to AHo (today’s Pintong) only after 14
years in 1910.

The original FengShan Hospital was a Japanese-style two-story wooden building with the clinics on
the ground floor, and nine wards on the second floor. However, as the number of patients grew, and the
building was damaged during a typhoon, the hospital was expanded through donation and acquisition
of surrounding houses in 1899,/with the original building restored in 1900, and newly acquired houses
converted to wards. A new road was also added to the complex, greatly elevated the environment of
the hospital, and the number of beds was increased from 19 to 24.

FongShan Hospital was mostly utilized by Japanese, as the lived-in patients are all Japanese and no
Chinese. In 1909, when FongShan Cho (FongShan Township) was abolished, lots of Japanese moved
out of the area, and the hospital’s existence was debated. In 1910, the hospital was relocated to AHo,
where most Japanese moved in, and in TaKao (today’s Kaohsiung), where also saw a large growth
of Japanese population, another hospital was built in 1914. The change of locations of hospitals from
FongShan to AHo and TaKao had not only witnessed the medical development in the area, but also the
socio-political transitions among the three places.

Keywords: FongShan, Hospital, FongShan Hospital
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