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A Passinate Youth, Shui-Mu Chen (1925-1950),
Died at Babacho—All His Life and His Era

Chin-Man Chen
Retired Teacher, Kaohsiung Municipal Rueisiang High School

Lonely hanging in the corner of Eurasia—Taiwan, was ruled by many foreign regimes frequently for
hundreds of years. Every time, the regime changed, it caused huge influence to the island. Japan ruled
Taiwan in 1895. Although its rule modernized Taiwan quickly, its colonialism caused intellectuals in
Taiwan dissatisfied. In 1945, most Taiwanese expected Taiwan to return ruled by China, but it was
a beginning of tragedy unexpectedly. “The 228 Incident” and “White Terror (period)” made Taiwan
rebellious. Partial intellectuals were disappointed to Kuomintang's ruling very much and, still held
sinocentrism and took their hopes on the other side of Taiwan Straits which was ruled by the newly
emerging Communist Party of China(CPC) They expected through red forces to liberate Taiwanese.
These red forces ended disappeared by the fire of the right-wing Kuomintang (KMT)

Shui-Mu Chen; anintellectual young man who was born in Kue-tshan-a (in Takeo city), was one of
the protagonists in'this tragedy./When he'studied’in 'K aohsiung senior high'school,-he had been angry
that Japanese polices bullied Taiwanese for along time. Although he was only a senior high school
student, he stood up many times to fight against Japanese polices and suffered Japanese to cause
troubles. Then, he had the initiation to go to mainland China. He had ideas of nationalism to assist
the national government against Japanese Nationa Thought. This was the same as the menta journey
of Hao-Dong Zhong et al. who were also intellectuals at that time. After the war, he gave back to the
community with what he had learned, and hoped that country’s ruins can be recovered from war as
soon as possible. However, after coming to northern Taiwan to study, he witnessed the government’s
cruel method of suppressing the people in the 228 Incident, He thought only the way to overthrow
the government at that time and could save Taiwan. He not only joined the Communist Party, but aso
led the organization of the “ Student Work Committee” which was to do anti-government activities.
Findly, the government convicted him for violating “the Betrayers Punishment Act” , and execution
by shooting at Babachd in Taipei.

From anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism to socialism, and finally embarking on communism which
made him to be shot by the government, Chen’s life can be said to be a microcosm of some suffering
intellectuals in Taiwan at that time. Those intellectuals who were sacrificed at that time make future
generation of us experience in theridiculous and disturbed life under the turbulent era.

Keywords: the 228 Incident, White Terror (period), Student Work Committee, Kue-tshan-a in Takao
city
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