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Spiritua Power Production, Companionship and the
Presence of the State: An Observation of the Gengzi
Year’s Sacrificial Ceremony in Baishalun Wanfu
Templein Qilian District

Kuei-Wen Hsieh
Professor, Department of Cultural and Crestive Industries, National Kaohsiung University of Science and Technology

Located in the northernmost area of Kaohsiung City, Baishalun Wanfu Temple has held a grand
sacrificial ceremony in 2020 to showcase local cultural characteristics and community participation,
and it is registered as a folklore. This thesis observes this sacrificial ceremony and discusses the issues
of spiritual power production,;-companionship-and the presence of 'the state. Studies have found that
the fundamental purpose of the sacrificial ceremony is to produce spiritual power for the gods, through
various lively activities to show the'spiritua’ powerof-the'gods,’ so as to' gather more popularity and
dedication, and produce greater spiritual power, and a the same time use the method of “euphemism”
to maintain its sanctity. In addition, this sacrificial ceremony demonstrated different degrees of
companionship with temples such as Wanli Wannian Temple and Zhongzhou Baosheng Temple
through the detours of gods. At the same time, various arts and cultural exhibitions and community
guided activities were held, and cultural and creative products were designed. Actively strive for
the identification of cultural assets, al of which can see the influence of nationa policies such as
community construction, cultura assets, and cultura industries. These present a three-tier structure of
the operation of folk beliefs.

Keywords: Baishalun Wanfu Temple, the Sacrificial Ceremony of the Prince, Spiritual Power
Production, Companionship, the Presence of the State
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