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Local Knowledge, Community Resources and
Symbolic Construction: The Purple Fairy of “the
Valley of Purple Butterflies” in Maolin

Mei-Ching Wang
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Journalism and Communication Studies Fu Jen Catholic University
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This article takes Maolin district in Kaohsiung for instance to discuss the emergence of ecotourism
under the contemporary trends of sustainable development, and to treat the relationship between the
protection of biodiversity and local communities. Moreover, I will consider knowledge and practices
concerning nature and the universe within intangible cultural heritage, and analyze symbolically the
image construction of the valley of purple butterflies.

With the impact of outside environment, cultures approach similarity. At this time, the community
resignalizes its boundaries by symbols. The boundaries are symbolic, and the individuals of the same
community have different interpretations for them. The different languages, rituals and traditional
knowledge of Sha-San-She Rukai are the representation of symbolic boundaries. The communities
express their identities through these intangible cultural heritage. Give the purple crow butterfly as an

example, Teldreka has different cognition and interpretation of butterflies from west Rukai and Paiwan.

Keywords: Purple Crow Butterfly, Local Knowledge, Sha-San-She Rukai, Identity, Intangible
Cultural Heritage
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1 Geertz, Clifford, Local Knowledge: Further Essays in Interpretative Anthropology. (Basic Books, Inc., 1983), p. 4.
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2 Paul Sillitoe & Alan Bicker, “Introduction: Hunting for Theory, Gathering Ideology.” In Alan Bicker, Paul Sillitoe,
& Johan Pottier (Eds.), Development and Local Knowledge : New Approaches to Issues in Natural Resources
Management, Conservation, and Agriculture, pp. 3-4. (London; New York : Routledge, 2004).

3 Paul Sillitoe & Alan Bicker, “Introduction: Hunting for Theory, Gathering Ideology.” pp. 1-18.
4 Paul Sillitoe & Alan Bicker, “Introduction: Hunting for Theory, Gathering Ideology.” pp. 9-10.

5 Brosius, J. Peter, "Endangered Forest, Endangered People: Environmentalist Representations of Indigenous
Knowledge.” Human Ecology, 25(1)( 1997), pp. 47-69.

6 Haenn, Nora, “The Power of Environmental Knowledge: Ethnology and Environmental Conflicts in Mexican
Conservation.” Human Ecology, 27(3)(1999), pp. 477-491.
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7 Vivanco, Luis A., Green Encounters: Shaping and Contesting Environmentalism in Rural Costa Rica. (New York:
Berghahn Books, 2006).
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