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In the Ministry of Defense archive, there is a catalogue of facilities handed over from the Japanese
Navy in 1945, and the naval waterways for drinking water in Kaohsiung and a fuzzy map of the
waterway system are listed in it. The staff of Kaohsiung refinery also circulated a myth about an
underground dam in the Banpingshan mountain. After the Kaohsiung refinery stopped operating in
November 2015, the Old City Culture Association of Kaohsiung, along with some staff of the refinery,
started an investigation in-December 2017. They found the underground dam, formerly named
Banpingshan distributing reservoir in the aforemetioned catalog, and proved that the myth is not just a
myth. It was the first time after the World War II that an organization conducted an investigation of any
kind in this area, and the discovery, as revealed in the media, shocked the circle of historians.

In this paper, we studied the Japanese archive and found the remaining notes of Isshi Taizo, who
was a specialist of waterway constructions in the Department of Construction of Kaohsiung Navy
Base (Takao Kaigun shisetsu bu). After field work and archival research, we were able to parse out
the construction history of the Kaohsiung naval waterways and its framework. The main waterways
ran through Dashu, Renwu, and Zuoying; the system also pumped water to Leidishan mountain and
the Naval Airforce in Gangshan and built an industrial waterway specifically for the Sixth Naval fuel
plant. Before the main waterways were constructed, the Japanese had already built several makeshift
waterways around the navy base for military uses in Neiwei, Buhou, Youchang, and Gangshan.

Based on the notes of Ishii Taizo and the map of the waterway system, we conducted a systematic
investigation of this waterway system, to identify the remaining facilities and their locations and to

restore historical facts for the preservation of this cultural heritage in the future.

Keywords: Kaohsiung Naval Waterways, Banpingshan Distributing Reservoir, Ishii Taizo, Water
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