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“Color River in Kaohsiung” after Kaohsiung Gas
Explosions

Shu-Chun Li
Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Gender Studies, Kaohsiung Medical University
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After 2014 Kaohsiung gas explosions, the “Color River in Kaohsiung” started painting activities
in the old community, Zhudong. My paper discusses “Color River in Kaohsiung” reconstruction to
discuss the survivor’s agency and negotiation. I point out that the reasons participants involved in
“Color River in Kaohsiung” are “identity of disaster community” and the hope to transformation of
homes. Secondly, the post-disaster painting group aims to reform the old community and heal post-
disaster trauma. Finally, the residents” action has agency and negotiation in the painting process. The
involvement of community subjects i the process of painting shows the possibility of dialogue, post-

disaster anxiety transfer, and community connection.

Keywords: “Color River in Kaohsiung”, Kaohsiung Gas Explosions, Community Painting, Disaster

Reconstruction
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