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The Interactions of the Abbot of Taiwan Yuan Zhao
Temple Master Jing Ding with the East-Asian and
Korean Buddhist Circles

‘Wen-Shu Huang
Distinguished Profrssor of College of Liberal Education, Shu-Te University

Ab Stract .....................................................................................................................................................

Yuan Zhao Temple in Kaohsiung City, Taiwan, has been established for seventy years. Since 1984,
Master Jing Ding has served as the abbot, adopting the orientation of making Buddhism close to life
and humanistic. His diligence in promoting the teachings of Earth Bodhisattva gathers many believers
at home and abroad and makes the temple the Buddhist hub in southern Taiwan. Master Jing Ding
has the close interactions with the southeastern Asian-countries such as Malaysia and Singapore as
well as the Buddhist circle of Korea: This paper makes a chronological organization. The meanings
of the interactions can be concluded into the following four points: 1. In terms of the objective of the
interactions, it is mainly to promote the religious belief in Earth Bodhisattva. 2. In terms of the method
of interactions, propagating the Buddhist teachings through both lectures and art is applied. 3. In terms
of the content of the interactions, Sutra of Terra-Treasure and the Buddhist teachings in life are both
emphasized. 4. In terms of the effect of interactions, the reciprocal equality and deepened relationship
are achieved. These experiences and effects are rich in meanings and value, benefiting hugely the

propaganda of the Buddhist teachings and encouraging the Buddhist international interactions.
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