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Origin of Shadow Puppetry

There are several versions about the
origin of Chinese shadow puppetry.

According to the Records of the
Grand Historian, Emperor Wu of Han
was devastated after the death of his
beloved Madam Lee. His ministers
invited a conjurer who set up a cloth
curtain, With dim light from the rear,
a human shadow displayed on the
curtain. The Emperor was told that
the shadow was the spirit of Madam
Lee. Thus, he became less grieved.

The origin from Han and Tang dynas-
ties is merely legendary or specula-
tive, but the origin from Record of
Meng Liang Lu of the Song Dynasty
is written records.
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History of Taiwanese
Shadow Puppetry

Shadow puppetry, also named “shadow
play”, has being called “pihuoxi”in
Taiwanese. In late-Ming dynasty, shadow
puppetry originated from Guangdong and
diffused through Fujian to southern
Taiwan.

Under Japanese occupation, the tradi-
tional performing arts were strictly pro-
hibited. Shadow troupes were forced to
perform the official scripts full of Komin-
ka thoughts in Japanese language during
this period.

After World War Il Taiwanese shadow
puppetry regained its prosperity, espe-
cially in the commercial theatres. Yet, the
puppetry declined by the mid-1960s.

Currently there are only four traditional
troupes left in Taiwan continuing this
traditional art. They are all located in
Kaohsiung City and named Tunghua,
Yungshingle, Fuxi and Kaohsi

shadow puppet troupes. oy T
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Introduction of the Museum

The predecessor of Taiwan Ministry of
Culture established the museum with the
subject of Taiwanese shadow puppetry.

The museum opened on March 13, 1994,
Because of the damage caused by
Typhoon Fanapi in 2010, the museum was
closed for re-construction and reopened in
March 2013.

The museum contains 9610 collections,
including hand puppets, string puppets,
and many kinds of puppets from Asian and
European countries.

In addition to collecting and displaying the
relics of puppet play, the museum is also
actively in research and international
exchange. The museum became a sister
of lida City K Kihachiro

Puppet Museum in 2017.
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